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of the deseefﬂ: of our fam
in Irish as Blacaire Macgo

Godfrey who was King of Norta Fngland

as were his brother, cousins, uncle nd

g

pr

0f merely indirect interest to us is
the country which the translators of the A

fantastically suggest, Ceylon, but that req
narrow and well defined corridor of the migratio
Scythians, called Atrobatene, after one of -Al.
corrupted now to Azerbaijan. The same remark s
Iberia , which we know to have been the name czE
in the South Tast Caucasus, in which the Scoti laf
;a‘ther than Celtiberian Spain,

Of more proximate interest to our narrative is 4l

ing of two deeds of Canute dated 1027, and witnessed by

Sihtric. Clearly, no other Danish family could have had

effrontery to assume a forename associated with mighty

T e
ihtric gale Caceh, therefore we can be persuaded that i

Earl ig no other than Sihtrie Maoblaoaire,
relation 4o Canute,
family,

who was a bloc
and indeed from g senior branch of



and approaches to York, the |
covered by the sncient swamps whicl
Yet again we have secu:ced access t@gvm

the Twelfth Century Whi-bb:,r. Abbey

script of
which are deeds which not only carry 'l:he nam

pickering Wapentake, of three of his sons aﬂé '
grandsons, but afford us accurate dates, down °
Godfry and Walter, the Igrandsons, were 'ali'ﬁ'é}i

Further asgain, the manuscripts of the celeb
genealogist the Rev. Joseph Hunter, have recently
compiled and published by Colonel J. W. Walker, FSA
have given us a detailed, fully dated and docmﬁa& a
gree from 1250, when Henry de Blakker of Worsborou
lived there, down to prosent MEemoxry.

The gap between Worsborough in the West, and Pic
in the North Riding has been bridged by a most fortunate
discovery. This is, that in the American ami French Re
tionary Wars, no less than four young men §f the Armagh,
Derry and Tyrone branches held commissions in the 65th

0
1d Army lists prove that in those days this was the
Riding Regiment,

Not one served in .
Ot b._l
Regiment, any other York






At that time, the countries m&ﬁ’ﬁl
Herat, were Ariona, and they had reaahe&

eivilization.
Its city itself was a great one, the ce

perous agriculture, and of a people who had
other things, the ox-cart. '

An attack came against it from two enem:.e&
periodic changes of climate to which the world,
centuries becomes subject, caused dessication of
a consequent diminution of rainfall, followed in
of much of the vegetation.

Hand in hand with these stresses came a human
from the North and North Fast, from nomadic Mongolian
of Turanian types.

The result was a great migration, or rather two,
migrations of Aryan peoples, the one over the mountain 1
into the Punjab, who became the Rajputs, and the other ”

moved roughly west north west across Khorasan, Samman, .
TR

and Azerbaijan,



but more eapeoiall.? beoause, in that age,
flowed not, as today, into the Sea of ﬂ.ral,_ i
Caspian. It has twice since changed its eem&;e '

The Aryans could not move towards the Sidufkeh-'
of the immense Kavirs there, quite impraoticable
and which in any case, can and do, at times engu.lﬂ
caravans which may be caught in storms on them. -

To the Southward, ther.e was no attraction ‘m}. 2
and more saline deserts, hérren mountains arnd the

A smell section seem to have branched off andze
the strange isolated colony which still éxis‘ss under the
of Seistan. Some geographers consider this a corruption
Sakistan, named from the Sakae, who may be ancestors of:

Saxons,

There remains only the West north westerly route
€ventually led them, in about 1550 B.O,

to what is now ca:
Azerbai jan, H

a corruption of the elaasieal At

I 1 mu._f\r



%o the innals of Clommao
Miletus or Milesius for his

Whilst this migration we
of the irenian lends, the Phazoshs ¢

their dominions up into the north of !

Here their newly conguered territor
with an Aryan Kingdom, :

This was that of Mitani, or Naharini,
Northern Mesopotamia, lying athwart the .
Qrontes to the Tigris, that is to say, i‘h w
territory occupied to the East by Milesius
Scythian people and separated by the Zagros.

Menkhepervra-Thothmes IV who reigned i':r:@m
inaugurated a practice then novel in the house
He married a princess who was a foreigner, nam&:gsyf
of Artatamathe King of this realm of Mitani, _

She was, it is believed, the mother of Amm
reigned from 1415 to 1380 who showed peculiarities
Beyptians ascribed to his half Aryan origin,

°n, in exaggerated form,
bxhenaton,

and hs
to his half-mad son Amenho






4. |
red that
pushratta of Mritani is reported to have declared
g
of his grandfather Artatama had been
and in like mammer his

— given to
a daughter
Thothmes IV only und
gister Gilukhipa had been sSe

Towards the end of the reign of Am

er compulgion,
nt to Amenhotep III.
enhotep III relations

with Babylon had become strained.
A demand was“then made that the Fgyptian monarch who

desired a Babylonian bride should give one of his own daughters
in return. Egvpt retorted that "a royal princess of Egypt had
never yet been given to anybody'.

However, a generation or so later the situation became
altered. Miletus, or llilesius, suffering from internecine
strife in his owm territory of Atrobatene, which as we have
seen, adjoined Mitani, passed out of Scythia with a number
of his friends, kinsmen and followers into Egyptian held
territory, as is recounted by the Annals of Clonmacnoise. He
was kindly entertained by the Egyptians and d4id so well in
their service that he was made "General of their Armies, and
withall marrieq Scota the daughter of Symedes, then the
greatest prince in Egypt".

ATt j i
€T 2 sojoum of 6 years in Egypt, and when all was

quiet h i i i
€ moved on with his Wife, Scota, towards Parthia, of

whi
ch the Worth Caucasus ig g portion. 1In Salg VIII of

the Archg i
eological Museun in Florence is at this moment an

Aryan. Ak
Scythian chariot of the LIV century Bo

It came to



he had two sons, Don and H
ding to the Clonmacnoise Annals,
and Colp. By this third wife Sav

mon and Herenan. This move into Part

Iberia, where he met Savia,

The translators and annotators of the

histories jump to the conclusion that this I

sudden bound of an entire nation from Atrobatene,

Azerbaijan, to northemn Spain is too much far’ehe

chronieler to swallow.

’J_i[he Iberia to which Milesius and his followers

obviously have been that other Iberia, described by

is in the south eastern Caucamus, and which has been
Iberia or Avaria by Russimn write |

TS, notably Tolstof.
e . of,

» e
ersian Azerbaijan inge this Iberia In fact
. c
Which the railway goes today ,
¥

the Caucagyg at all
80rge of Darie)



(4)

6.

Purther confusion is caused by other amnotators of the
annals, especially of Chronicon Scotorum, who inform their

readers that Atrobatene, which by innumerable recopyings, they
have corrupted into Taprobane, is, forsooth, Ceylon. Gibbon

refers explicitly to Taprobane as being Atrobatene, the

Azerbaijam of to-day.
Furthermore Strabo himself atates that Taprobane, that is

to say this other North Persian Taprobane is Atrobatene called
after Alexander's general Atropaten. It is on the direct

line of march of the Aryans, who then betook themselves during
their seasonal migrations of many years across the narrow

straits of Azov, across the Dneiper and the Dneister, through

the narrow space which we call the gap of Rowno, or Qstrog.

The Ostrog gap is bounded on the north, their right flank,
by the wvast marshes of Pinsk or Pripet, and on the South their
left hand, by the densely wooded spurs of the Carpathians.

Both are utterly impassable to such transport as they possessed.

They are still moving on the straight and direct "great
'eircle" track to their final goal.

The chroniclers describe how, on their Jjourneys they battle
their way first through the Goths, the Lombards, the Burgundians,
and later the Frisians. Their next opponents were the Brigantes.
Again the Irish translator of the Chronicles succumbs to the
temptation of taking them on a fantastio journey to Spain,

W : s : : :
here thE,I‘C LBy 11 fr_.zc‘b, a Brig;ﬂlrtlum. There is, hOWEVer,




Te.

ountry of the Brigantes, which wae in South Yorkshire,

another ¢
shortest direct line from Frisia to

and which is again on the
ally if one remembers that, in that era,

their objective, especi
B.C. Godwin's land still lay above water.

perhaps 1000 or 1200
After their battles with the Brigantes, the Milesians

1anded in Ireland in about 600 B.C. and subjugated the Belgae,
who then held the country, and who are to this day, designutis
Fir-Bolg. We may disregard the Tvatha De Danaan episode. The
conquering Milesians called themselves Scoti, from their Egyp-
tian ancestress Scota, consort of Milesius who had rescued
Moses from the bulrushes.

The Annals of (Clonmacnoise set out the pedigrees of the
three races descended from Milesius a2nd Scota. Avergin had no
issue, but from Heremon are descended the 0O Nials, Kings of
Ailech and Earls of Antrim, from Heber, the 0 Briens, Kings
of Dalcassia, Earls of Thomond and Inchiquin, and from Ire,
or Erenann the Macinnes, Viscounts of Iveagh. Thus the island
;:;:z.now goes by the Norse name of Ireland became Scotia

th hlS y = L=

844 4, a
D. what we now called Scotland
Peninsulg ,

and that south w
' c ester
18 calleqd Argyll, derp i

Country of the Gaedhll

ived fron Ard-Gael, or the hill
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tory is about to be set down here are

g neces8sary briefly to expound
ater migrations from

The family whose his

not themselves scoti, but it i

of that nation pecause the 3

the story
of the ancestors of

East to West across Iran, the Scandinavians

(5) correspond almost exactly with those of the Scoti.

Both are branches of the gre
+ the word Skyth, spelt in Greek with

at Scythian race. In fact

some authorities hold tha

psilon and 2 Theta, is identic=l with

according to Cockburn, the

a Sigma, a Kappa, an U

Scot, whilst as lately as 937 A.D.,

saxon chroniclers were referring to their Norse opponents of

Brunanburh, as Scythlings.
pnother reason for joining the family history to that of the

Scoti, is that on innumerable occasions, its young men have
married daughters of the Scoti. Outstanding examples are the
marriage "of the princess, the elder Danflaith, daughter of
the 0'Nial to Sitric 'éale; of the sister of Brim, the
Imperator Scottorum to $itric II; and of the daughtér of
Constantine II, King of the Scots, to 0laf (or Anlaf) Cuaran.

The 1 i
ast named also married successively the junior Donnflaith

of the Ki of i
ng Leinster. More recently instances are beyond

counting,
The ancestors
ors of the Northmen, just as those of th
e

Seoti, accordi
rding to Whent
aton, who expounds th v
e Ynglingasaga
b

“‘,}er_ to b d t
¥

of i o
Black Sea, Scythia Magna, north of the

and in th i
¢ Don basin, ag early as 500 B.C. when




(6)

(7)

(8)

9.
the Scoti, had already reached Ireland.

their predecessors,

Led by a warrior-king bearing the semi-divine name of

0din, this people, now called Sviar, the Suiones of Tacitus,

after wars with the Vanir of Russia, migrated by way of Garda-
riki and Saxland across the Sound into Jotunheim, now southern
sweden. Odin must have liMed in 237 A.D. which makes him a
contemporary of the Roman Emperor Maximin.

The original and greater Svithjod was now called Godheim,
whilst the new homeland in Scandinavia, also Svithjod, received
the name of Mannaheim,

Wheaton is quite explicit in stating that 0din at first
held lands beyond the mountains, in Tyrkland, that is Turki-
stan, which contained Asgard, and which he relinquished, on
moving westwards.

Odin's people drove the aboriginal Finnar or Lapps, to
the arctic north, and acquired too, an ascendancy over a
somewhat earlier Indo-European nation, the Goths, in Gothland,
to the South. The Goths, who had earlier subjugated the
Finns, or Celto-#inns, impressed their national mythology on
%o the northern lands, that of Wotan, Freya, and Thor which
they derived from thewr Aryan ancestors of the Sanskrit culture.
Nevertheless, the Goths were destined to change the face of

Europe =

In the
third ang fourth centuries of the Christian era,

Wave, or back wash of Goths is to be found in Decia
L)



the Emperor Valens. This was the

E
| Roman religious beliefs, and of the |

Thus mounted and armoured, Chri -
Europe, almost in a matter of a few g_‘éﬁ!
In 415 A.D., the armoured Goths march

the very -Roma .



Page 9 Note

Page 9 Note

Page 9 Note

Now called Turkmenistan. The T

Odin's Skiolding descendants as

The fact that
maritime than %
fact that the :
the channel wh
ries on the shore

T the
s of

According to Sharon Turner!

Angl o-S axons" who sugges
pressure from Roman exped
which impelled Odin's peo; e
their movement westwards and
from Azof. Emperor Maximin,
campalgns in Sarmatia.

of course reach Turkey till sev

Demmark are given by Sharon Tw;

Skioldr
Fridleifr
Fridfrode
Fridleifr
Havarr-Hand rami
Frode

Varmundr Vitri
Olafr Utillate
Danr Mikillate
Frode Fritsami
Fridleifr

Frode Fraekne
Ingialdr
Halfdan

Helgi amd Hroar
Rolf Kraki :

Hraerkr Slaungvan Baugi
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s
ag]
Seskef
Bedwig
Athra
Itormann
Heremotr
Scealdna
Beaf
Godulf
Finn
Frealaf
Odin

that is 17 generations, perhaps
centuries, %
Therefore, Thor must have ruled

400 B.C. which is precisely the
which Herodotjfus finds the Scythia
the Worth Caucasus.

We must remark that since the days of
Muller, it has become fashionable for
certain scholars to doubt the direeti
the Indo-European migration, and to
that the Tajiks, for instance, derive
blue eyes from the Baltic climate.

These Scholars are those who have not them-
selves travelled over the country. o,

On the other hand, and without cny doubt,
there must often have been reverse waves

back washes in these Indo-Europcan tribal
novements, . ihes

Similarly we cannot doubt that g br

the Celtiberiamns left the main g
égﬁizrgunﬂy and ended their mig



peaceful persuasion and the

were the Franks of Charlemagne, and .
for the new faith led them, in 777, to

Adrianople. These were still pagana,_ near ne _
Jute! of Jutland, who, like the Danes and the &ng
descent from the warrior king Odin of Sca.ﬁia, t,-_
youngest son Balder,

From one of Odin's sons sprang the Westfold b
the ¥Yngling dynasty who long reigned .over Sweden and 3

A descendant of this hero, but a Skiolding, was the f )
Ragnar Lp’dbrogjl}a.nish prince of Jutland though bom :},n*

who took it upon himself o avenge the massacres of the

01d Saxons by the Christians of the Emperor Charlemagne.

In 794 Matthew Paris recounts an early raid by other

forthmen, led by Ivar Vidfadma, who plundered Lindisfarne and

Subdued North England, Ragnar Lodbrog who had earlier sacked

however, mounted g great expedition in tw
Precedented size,

Paris, 0 ships of un-

but against the advice of hisg Queen, Aslauga.

shipwrecked on the Northumbrian coast and
8 of the Anglian King fella (probably a

He wag eventual ly

fell into the hand

oY
el

e



) vigoretum tung _
~ laugh of defiace saying "How &2
they knew what the old boar suffers".

In 867, to avenge the fate of
headed by eight kings amd twenty jarls, :
three sons, was mounted against England and

Bay.
They defeated Aella on March 21st near Y« :__
known as Beinlaus, was made King over NOI“EJh‘Eiﬂih-:”._-._.""’
correctly, North England swhich except for a few br
ludes between that date and 1066, the fins=l trimph
Northmen, appears no more as a Saxon or English kin,

On the authority of R.R. TLind, Norsk-Islandska

binamn Pran Medeltiden, we now know that Ivar Beinlaus

the son, and not the grandson,

of Ragnar, His name is 8]
Imbhair by the

Irish, by whom his descendants are known as
Clann Mac Ivar or Mac Imbhair,

The usual Saxon Spelling is
Ingwar,

Besides hisg kingship of Worth E

ngland, Ivar assumed royal
POWer in Dublin, 3

after the departure of his (half) brother,

Olav (Anlaf) the White,

As Professor Shetelig says "becoming thereby the p



PRI T - -

(2)

He was succeeded by & son Sig

another, Sigtrygg, or Sihtric.
In 892, the latter invaded Englan& :

to hold down the English as to overcome his
in Irelend and Englend, fierce battles were fou
Norwegian and Dane, with the Scotic Irish and the
and again assisting one or the other. In 902 an
even attacked the Norse in aid of the Saxons in Engl
918 Godfrey and Ragnal fought a battle on the banks c
Tyne.
Sigtrygg, on 15th September 919, fought the deec:
battle of Kilmashogue or Islandbridge, just South of Duk
defeating and slaying Nial Glundubh (Black Knee) the Sco
High King. The victor became known as Sigtryge Gale Gmeh, =
"gale" meaning in Erse "hero" and "Caoch" one-eyed. In 920

he invaded Cheshire at Davenport and in 921 succeeded his

brother Ragvald, (or Ragnald) who died in that year, as King

of North England.

%

Ragnal
t agnald had also been King of Waterford, and, accordina
© Wheaton was a relgtion of Rollo of Normandy
7

from whom
Sprang Williem I of England, |




January 926, in spite of his one

T

AT
e s X

of all England down %o

G5 é =2
recognise Athelstan as 'Tjg
Athelstan gave him his sister |

survivor of the two parties to the T

So matters proceeded fairly emica
in 826, before Athelstan, and until the
of the adventurous Anlaf Cuaran, his eld'é-é,,__
Olaf the Red, induced him to form the Pamous
in 937 fought the great and bloody battle of B

Sigtrygg was succeeded as King both of Dub
North England by his younger brother Godfrey (G
was the father of Blacaire, who now makes his f
in history, whilst still a very young man, as thaf €
wing of the Northmen's forces in this great ba‘h‘&ié‘:;'ﬁ
greatest and bloodiest ever fought on Engliah sodl, =

Anlaf Cuaran's object in this campaign, was, 'hy
2 coalition of Norwegians, of those Danes who were not «
clliated to Athelstan, of the Caledonians who followed
father-in—-la;w, Constantine II of Scotland, and of ot
to wrest from Athelstan, the aovefeignty of all E

<l WL S



(3)

: ; iR

the details of the battle, _
However, after digesting "l
its Period", no trained military ‘mind

points, retain serious doubts. ' A
Cockburn demonstrates that the battle
Templeborough, near Rotherham (now called B ':i':
Brinsford, and resulted in a reverse for Anlaf,
the Danish conguest of entire Ingland was put
Athelstan moved with such unexpe cted rapidity
Yorkshire that he routed Constantine's Scots before
Cuaran could bring his whole force into action.

This Anlaf, who had brought a fleet of 615 shipé’
the Humber, retreated to Scone, whilst Anlaf Godfreysson
withdrew westwards, with his younger brother, Blacaire,;:..i@
Dublin. Cockburn tells us that the latter gave his name to

both Blackburn and to Blackpool, and that the Ou.%dalé

treasure, now in Liverpool museum, was his, and lost during

this retreat, m

The respite afforded to the English by Brunanburh was a

n ;
S00TY one. Athelgtan died in October 939, and both Anlafs

Were in power again in York ip 940, where
88 King of tha Noryn from 941 o 944,

alternating Wwith Erie Bleodaxe
]

Anlaf Cuaran reigned

and from 949 to 952, 2
a cousin, LR

gl




This battle of Brunanburh gave

e

secure satisfaction to the Saxons, who
sceing their monarchs pursued into I"éﬁlﬁﬁ
jsland. Their salaried monkish chronicle:
themselves go into lyrical ecstasies in laud
whom they received their wages. Even Tennyson £
J Saxon lyre to this tune. The Northmen, however,
interest in these paper victories, but were conten
: _4) to remain in possession of the battlefields.

| A similar phenomenon is observable in the Irish
cles which describe an almost tedious and incessant
victories by the Scoti over the Danes, who neverth-e‘la"_"h
continued to hold every city that was not a mere “R&t’hf{,ﬁ
wattle-and-daub, from Cork to Donegal and from Galway tﬁ'
Strangford, except only Armagh and Cashel.

During his absence from Dublin Ivar was succeeded there
as King by Godfridhe that is Godfrey, Mac Ivar, father of —:
Blacaire who took the city in 921. On 12th July 926, he
relinquished his elaim to England.

Godfrey now began the first of a serics of bitter wars >
against the O!Neill, Muircheartach, the son of slain Nial g




~ 0'Niall made his
the whole island, attiring his
guard in leather closks whence he

Crockann".
Godfrey wae killed in 934 at Stainm
(5) was succeeded by his sons Anlaf and Blakker

in Irish as Amlaibh and Blacaire Mac Godfri
Early in the year 943, probably in January, °

from Lecale, Co. Down attacked and destroyed the No

ags Lough Cuan.

ﬁlacaire was then King in Dublin and it became vi
his sovereignty to avenge this. He moved northwards :
Dublin, his forces coming into collision with those of
great opponent first at Glas-Liathain, now called Green
very close to the town of Ardee. :
3 A locality near here is still called Blakestown, and m :
' other factor is known to account for the first part of the
. name except the activities of Blacaire; another townland 'f.
(8) there is called "Godfreydeslannde". |

Glasliathian is on the north bamk of the Dee in the
of Gionkeen.




that Blacaire, of
many warships, would have
prevailing wind well abaft his be
infantry at that well used Norse b

He is unlikely to have used either
later mounted infantry technique because
horses would have left little room in.thg“: _
or axemen. Moreover, by the time the hcr.ﬂ,_i.éfﬁ
ashore, a mounted forece could have arrived_hg
Dublin itself.

In any case Blacaire won a resounding viet___-
Sunday of Shrovetide 943, (the 26th February) and
his own axe, the 0'Niall, who was not only an illu
warrior, called "the Hector of the Western World",
successor to the sovreignty of all Ireland, and the
of Tara. All the historians agree in these matters,
placing the encounter at Glasliathain of Clonkeen. They
tell us that, during the next day, the Norsemen reached =
sacked Armagh, that famous city of the 0'Nialls.

| fore
Now Armagh is some 35 miles from Clonkeen. There/Ble

force, with every allowance for Norse vigour, could aow
have disembarked, made contact With O'Niall, fought a batt
Pursued the fugitives for 35 miles, and captured a city

within 36 hours, had they fought and marched dismounted.

- 'o



o

No doubt Blacaire, who was now

hardened commander, left a portion of &
pursue the beaten Scoti by land, but ev
would have impelled him o re-embark all
spare, to bring them northwards, ouﬁQflaﬁEji
the Scoti, and cut them off from their line :
into Antrim or into Armagh itself. This he co
under sail, so long as the wind held. :
This hypothetical reconstruction of the Iﬁﬁﬁ'
the battle is supported by a family tradition, @Rﬁ
BLACAIRE slew 0'Niall not far from the site of (:
in County Armagh. This, if correct, would indicaﬁé
Slaying took place on the second, and not on the first
the battle, and during 0'Niall's retreat, which may well
been directed eastwards of Lough Neagh, and into his own
Lecale territories, rather than towards Ammagh City, mhi&& :
Was of ecclesiastical rather than of military importance. >
The major facts remain, that in this month of March,

Blacaire defeated the Scoti and slew their prince O'Niall,

whom he was, we must note, related by marriage.



L%

He returned to resume his Kingship of Dublin which he

g) relinquished in 945, in favour of his elder cousin, Anlaf
cuaran, who returned with his Caledonian Queen from Scone.

The histories are somewhat ambiguous the Archaic Irish obscure
and their translators confused as to whether Blacaire merely

quitted Dublin or was forcibly banished, or Tousted."

Ablaf Cuaran was prone to plots and conspiracies, as we

have seen before Brunanburh. Blacaire had achieved great fame

as the slayer of the mighty 0'Niall, which exploit, in fact,
by contemporary custom, gave him a claim to be High King of

Ireland, a claim assisted by his marital connections, but
' hindered, no doubt, by his being still, so far as we know, a
heathen.

For all these reasons Anlaf Cuaran would have wanted him
out of the way, because Anlaf already aspired to rule all Irel and
himself. His surname Cuaran gives a hint of this. Therefore
Blacaire, in 945, appears in Yorkshire Jointly with Ragnald,
his brother.

His elder brother anlaf Godfreysson died in 941.

Blacaire's presence in Yorkshire, was, in any case, of
military advantage to them because they would have needed an
€xperienced commsnder to organise the defence of the Danelaw
against likely invasions by the Saxon Kings.

Therefore it is not at all surprising that we find, dis-
Posed in a rough crescent round about, and to the southwestward

of th i
e City, a score of localities called Blacker or Le Blackere,

for centuri :
uries later and to this day. These stretech from g



 assumption is that -
11) defensible localities, chosen
York itself, but also the vital T

south of Castleford. To that point the Vi
come up the Adire, whioh,-Gockburn%ﬁelié*ﬁﬁéﬁ
river", called because the Irish Vikings

A street in

ship-borne penetration inland.

centuries, called Bleikastrete. We know of no

Blacaire in York, but only by his father cousins

7 5
This inner line of defended localities was, of ¢

North of the zone of the Five Boroughs, Lincoln,

Stamford, Leicester and Derby; Doncaster was already

fortress, and from here Blaxton lies seven miles easf

After 945 Edmund and the Wessex potentates reo
for a few years, the city of York itself until Eric
came in 952. However, their writ hardly ran far out into
the Danelaw, and probably not at all into the upper I)ﬁ&:l;‘!:t’?,ii'ﬁg'j
Valley, where we find a few years later, large estates pos
by another Blacre.

Blacaire thus spent three years in preparing to restore 3

his father's Kingdom of lorth England, and as we have seen,

gave his name to nearly a score of lncalities, where it s

persists, and all in situations well chosen tactically

b
i



mﬁamtm*a work here e J
B veanin oni oobold-thais Engilan
;-?Sa,xon interludes in the decades prio

: Bloodaxe and of his cousin Sweyn's inv.

victory of their rival Northmen in 1066.
histories tell us the name of the woman whom he

is a safe surmise that she was not an Irish princ
so, her name would be found in Irish histories, and

also fair to assume that in 948 she remained in Yo:
no doubt at Snainton. ' .

In that year Blacaire was hastily summoned h&ﬁE
) Dublin, because his Cousin Anlaf Cuaran, allied with ‘
B it Gaidhils, had sustained a reverse at Slane, wf 5
hands of Rory O Connor, King of ‘Connaught . e

However, Congalach changed sides, and Blacaire w@-f. _
- himself slain, and 1600 of his men killed (or captured) by
14) this Gongalach, the son of Maelmith,

So ended the story of his remarkable life, but not of
the line of strongholds he founded south and west of York. _
It is hardly necessary to add that in spite of this n?m -

the dynasty returned to power, not only in North I

also in Ireland and in Man.



that in the endless campaigns and batt:

and Danes, Munstermen and I.eins'hermen',” =
were found almost indiscriminately and ing
either side of a battle.

Thus at Clontarf Sygtrygg II "Silkbeard"
take part, but watched the fight from the walls

Castle, where he endured, not quite passively, -
his Irish queen, the daughter of King B:iai; Boro
saw the rout of the Norwegian contingent by'ﬁe:; £

Sitric founded, in 1035, the present Cathedral
church, in Dublin, and died on a pilgrimage to Rome
| vhen the anglicized Normans of the Earl of Pembro;k-&';ﬂ&
{ completed the "stabbing-in-the-back" of their pidnma

Viking relations, the descendants of the latter are to

found, now almost fully Hibernicized defending Waterford

Dublin to the last man, u:nder their prince Hasculf Tomui‘l”
8on, and in alliance with Rory O'Comnor, of Connaught.
E S0 ended this astonishing dynasty in Dublin.

In Northumbria as we have seen,

in Yorkshire s

Blacaire left his £
and for some years, his cousin Anlaf



ruled there once more, turn about with Eric
gefeated Edred at Castleford, until about 952. |

Now Blao.aire had another first cousin, the i’-" | |
younger daughter of Sitric Gale Caoch, who married, m
noces, and in romantic circumstances, the most illustrious
and Christian King of Norway, (Olaf Tryggvesson. _

This monarch did not, we think, hold the title of King
of Northumbria but all evidence goes to show that he exeri::i‘_,s'éﬁ.:;;:_;
the real sovreignty there, particularly during the times when
the worthless Ethelred was King of Wessex, who met his

crushing defeat at Olaf's hands, in 991, at Maldon. Gyda and
16) Olaf lived "sometimes in England and sometimes in Ireland."

The knowledge that Gyda was now 0laf's Queen accounts for
the fact that the descendants of Her junior cousin Blacaire,
were not only able to survive in Yorkshire in the teeth of the
Saxons, but were able to hold for 2 more centuries, very large
estates indeed, and in the most fertile areas of the bbrwent
Valley. Blacaire's son snd Successor is given by Sir Bernard
Burke, as Sitric MacBlacaire. His father must have been born
in 912, or possibly a year or wo later. Therefore the son

must have been a young child when his father was killed in

Ireland, and so a2ll the more in need of Gyda's guardianship

No doubt this was the Sitric nicknamed "the Rich" and not to

be confused with Sitrie Silkbe ard, King in Dublin later on

In 969, a Sitric "Cam"

. came from overseas to U1 Colganm,
i1 Kildare,

- but was woundeg and repulsed by Anlaf Cuaran,
- o ‘j\L i g Ax, L"';’)L\

s BTSN ‘_-'f_:,r




o

o grant of five hides :

zecords
Crediton.

amongst some more. By this Canute granted
nfaithful Thegn Athelric". ;

~ (18) have been fully eighty when he witnessed these :
Most fortunately for the Yorkshire Danes althoug
was killed in 1000 A.D. in the naval battle of Svold
next invader, the victor, Svein, or Sweyn, Forkbeard, c H
as a friend. He landed from his ships, on the acmxatmi
shores of the Humber, and made a triumphal march amcmg:a%
earlier settlers, to pave the way for the Danish d:,maa%}
211 Bngland. ' -
The next Blacaire (or rather Blacre) whose name we m'é'et.'."
in written historical records, is inescapably the grmsm of

Blacaire MacGodfrey, and held his lands under the friendly

3 9) sway of Canute the Great, who was indeed a blood relation.

No available document calls him the son of Earl Sitric,

b -
ut having regard to the known facts sbout him, nothing less

. -"\'\.},-';”.
T

than a miracle wowld be nceded, to make him

grandson of Blacaire lfacGodfrey.



onead ay Book tells us that
less than 14} carucates, probably

fertile upper Derwent Valley.
The localities of Blacre's estates wer

Bast Ayton, Irton and Seamer, all a very T
the well used Viking's beach head, of Norﬁhﬁay‘

Thorpe is between Irton and East Ayton, whilst we

that some of the Northumbrian Kings reside-d:aﬁ-ﬁi,,,."_‘

near Snainton,

So near is the Derwent to the sea shore, now m <,

then sandy, that the stripped ships of the Vikings e

readily have been put on rollers and hauled by ox teams
the present "sea~-Cut" and so floated down the Derwent t

Stanford Bridge and York itself. In fact from there, %

could have been navigated to the landing places at Castl

for quick action against the Saxon.

Their ships could, and
did

» COme up to Riecall for the battle in September 1066.

This applies to small flotillas, The larger fleets, m

We lmow, used the Humber estuary,

Cockburn tells us that both Irton and B,
a8 the River Aire,

Ayton, as well




~ his kin
- under Edgar's regime,
the highest offices e eﬁﬁm ‘Londo

darkest of the ages as regards wr:
almost incredible piece of good for

document survives which not only giv'ég% »‘Wg

of Blacre's sons, and of two of his gran

describes these relationships. This is the
Cartulary of Whitby Abbey, which gives us also

information that his grandson Walter, shortly
a "Toft" of land at Plor, executing a deed. Flores

outskirts of Whitby, thus the deed shows that Bla

Domesday could not have lost the whole of his lands ;

~ Deriecd, otherwise his grandson would have had none ‘k@

The translateq Cartulary is published by the Surte&s, 3
 and gives the names of

_ the 3 sons as Baldwin,
~ Godfrey, of whom the two latter had sons named
Wal ter Tespectively,

Richerus ang
Godfrey ana
The name Godfrey of course, recalls
that of hig great gré.rﬁfa‘ther, ¥

| The deed about Flor wag executed during Roger's te
22) as 2 |

Bot of Wnitby, whioh shows the date to ve 1203, or
. *



" was, m&mﬁm to Freem,, a waﬁ i
. against the Normams, in 1069. A God

a son of Barl Sihtric, fought in Septem’@eﬁ,

Bridge and returned to his relations who rule:
23)that Battle.

From now on, the family story is not one of
shaking exploits, or of princely houses, but of :
line of landowners striving to rebuild what had been
from them. Blacre of Snainton with his 1700 acres mus
been well aware of his descent from the mighty Ragnar
end from the royal house of Skiolding and its immense
His cousinly treatment by the great Canute must therefo: :
made all the more bitter the hyaena treachery of the tar ?

grandson, William.

Portions of the family's great lands, as we have seen

Temained, until they were threatened by a new peril, not tm-

time of wars, but of inundation.

and by the latter years of the IIIE
tentury the sea had so encroached into the North 'i-a

Seamer means Se a~lere,

Riding,
that the upper part of the Derwent Valley became

8 great
Dargh,

Blacrets descendants therefore moved

progressively to
the Viest and gsouthwards.,

Between 1140 ang 1150, in the



26 )

) of the Yorkshire Feet of Fines, is

Ithoae localities assoei

In 1202, mﬁfeewar, 111 a ﬂ&ﬁé

Dunnington, 2 score of miles to the S mm
later, on 20th October, 1251, the same docu
reign of Henry III, show Robert Balache at

far as Dunnington, but only three miles from Ii';%

Vol.XXI of Yorkshire Lay Subsidies mentions Ji

Balker at another of the North Riding "Hubtons",
Rudby, north of York itself. ' :

None of these documents unfortunately, tell us
relationship of any of these persons to any other.
must guese their kinship from the extreme rarity of

and from the close grouping of these identifications

An exception to this lies in one or two freak ocourreﬁwﬁ_
the name in Somerset ard the West, possibly deriving from m
of Blacaire's early piratical incursions up the Severn and &,:

local wife, However, after 1251 the name vanishes entirely

from al1 North Riding records except at Hutton Rudby and
immediately reappears in the West Riding, and in precisely

ated with Blacaire MacGodfrey's milit
control in Yorkshire,



cosstal regions of Irelan
year 1012, describe the death

gon of Sitric. 3

The Battle of Glontarf was fough

In 1051, Edward The Confessor ban
to Flanders and Harold, later the King,

7) Godred surnamed Cronan, the "son of Harald

TN

Isle of Man, thence came to Ireland, did the

R

‘and 2 great part of Leinster."  In 1069 t&m
came up into the Humber with 300 shipa, but were "
reconquer England, even when the other Danes had
York, In 1971, the Danes in Waterford and Ihih

e
Massacred by the Norman descendants of Rollo's N
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Note 5.

Note 6.

Wote 7.

Regerrad to in'"ﬁﬁnsﬁé
936. : v
The Saxon Chroniclers :
Durham, Florence of W
Huntingdon, William of
others.

Annals of Ulster, under AD 93
died of anguish. (8olore) S
Innisfallen, published in E

Annals of Ulster say that Anlaf (
was back in Dublin in 937. This
858, .

Annals of Ulster under AD 942 s
forsemen of Loch Cuan were near
Muircertach, son of Niall (i.e.
"the Leather Closks"), King of
Hector of the West of the World w
"Gentiles" on a Sunday, the 4th ¢
of March (i.e. by Blacair, son of G
King of the Dubh-Gaill at Glasliath
side of Cluain-Cain of Fera-Rois.

'Vengeance and ruin have fallen _
As Muircertach does not live also!
The country of the Gaidhill will ever
be an orphan.

Ard-Marcha was plundered on the morrow,
the third of the Kalends.'

Under the year 940, the Annals describe the
"hosting" by Muircertach, in mid-Winter, w
he provided cloaks of cow-hide for his m
He thus acquired the sobriquet of "na g
g-croicenn" i,e. of the Leather Cloaks,




P.,2l
P22
g P,22

P23

P.24

P24

P25

Note
Note
Note

Note

Note

Note

Note

' p,21 - Note 1l.

12.
L3,
14.

l5v

16.

17.

18,

"Place
Blake's T
refers to
York,

On P.175 it shows that Be
torp in Domesday 1086, .

On P.224, Blacktoft was Blac
(Calendar of Charter Rolls)
from the old Danish personal

Kendrick's History of the V ]
Annals of Ulster. Book of the

Cuaran means sandal in Irish. O
that the installation of a Scotic Hi;
consisted in the binding on of san
impression on the Coronation Stone is
a sandal. It has been suggested too,
Sandal Castle was named after Anlaf

The counter attack by Sweyn Asleife
called John the Mad, went awry in the
of Dublin, when the East gate took fi
the eity was lost.

n

Because of Gyda's marriage to Olaf

young Sitric Macblacaire became a ¢
marriage to Eric Blocdaxe, who was in
York until 954. (Heimskringla, Saga i, 2

Sir Bernard Burke's "History of the Commoners
of3§reat Britain and Ireland", LE830 ‘.i’c:—l.]:]f]:u
P.2C.

It is hardly probable that the O Niall would

have accepted as o hostage from Blacaire the

son of Anlaf Cuaran, knowing as he must about
the rivalry. Hence the hostage must have been
Sihtric Mac Blacaire "the Rich", Farl —
Sihtric is mentioned in Searle's Onomasticon
Anglo-Saxonicum. The first charter (xmlgli =
5 e NS

=

b



Stentont's '."Ang 0-
Tenguik, on p,1¢

names", mentions
in 1087 and 1098,

- P.25 - Note 19, The attack, in 969, on
Sihtric is described
Four Masters under that
Snake-eye (according to
was the grandfather of
grandfather of Harold B
great-grandfather of Canute
Forkbeard. Sigurd Snalne-ea’a%
son of Ragnar Lodbrog by Q
Therefore Blacaire was Sw
once removed, and his son
cousin to K:Lng Canute. This
for the retention by the fan
large estates in Yorksh:l.re X
rank and name. It would be in
degree unlikely that any other ]
(than Sihtrie Gale Caoch's) wou
use the name.

- P.26 - Note 20. It will be noted that this oua'bw
ved by the family until 1572.

-

P.2{ - Note 21. Kelly's Directory of the N.Riding 1¢

P.27 - Note 22. Surtee's Society's publications = Vol.
PPa2l, 28 angd 40,

Cartularium Abbathiae de Whiteby

Page 40 of Surtees Society translation - Vol.69,

ILIIT. Robertus de Percy super Ecclesia de Quenersuttona




. Note 22.
(cont'd)

ive

Universis S. Declesiae filiis, has ligtaraﬂ
videntibus vel audientibus, Robertus de
Perci in Christo salutem. Quum guod ex
bonae devotionis procidit exordio circ? i
finem exhibendum est in opere, vobis 8 g?
ficare dignum duxi me, Robertum Qe Percl,
praesente haerede meo, et ipso libere
annuente, dedisse, et concessisse in perp.
elem. S. Petro et S. Hyldae de Wytebdy,
fratribusque ibid. Deo serv, ecc;esiam‘de ;
Quenresuttun, cum omnibus. suis adjacentibus:
et quam dedi, ne gquorundam suceessSOTUI
meorum violetur praesumptione, prass. carta
mea confirmo. Valete. Testes. Haschatinus,
Prior Sancti Oswaldi et canonici sui, Thomas
et Nicholas, Rogerus, clericus Comitis
Johannis de Norhampton. Willielmus de Beda-
forum., Radulphus Prespiter. Vivien Pres-—
biter. Robertus, Presbiter de Lidum. Gal-
fridus, Presbiter de Sneton. Willelmus
Preshiter de Lidum. Radulphus, Presbiter

de Duresleia. Ricardus, Presbiter de
Haugesgard. Willelmus, Caper’ Robertus de
Clara. Malgrim de Beeingby. Stephanus Ram-
chel de Sneton. Ivo de Hugelbardebi.
Willelmus de Hausgard et Roger de Normanby.
Adam, Richerus filius Blacher. Thomas, frater
Prioris, Ricardus de Lundon. Rand} filius
Cole. Baldwinus filius Blacher.

——

Lionel Charlton, in his History of Whitby,
published 1779, assigns the date 1144 to this.
This accords with the belief that Blacher is
identical with Blacre of Domesday Book.

CARTULARIUM ABBATHIAE DE WHITEBY.
Published by Surtees Society 1879.
Page 28. XXVI.

~_Notum sit omnibus S. Matris Ecclesia
filiis, tam fut. quam praes. has 1it,
videntibus vel audientibus, quod ego
Willelmus de Pera dedi, c. et conf. ﬁeo
serv., in elem. puram et perp., pro D'no
meo, Henlico Rege Angliae, * er pro haer
suis e? pro animabus Willelmi de Perei :
avi mel, at Alani de Perci, patris mei’ et
Emmae @e Gant, matris meal, at animabué

g? omnibus) parentum meorum, et pro me
1pso,.et Pro Aliza, uxore mnea, et pro haer
nostris; - videl. Whitby, ubi praed. Ecel :




Lia 2d
Pl e
(contd)

Vs

t
est, et eccl. S. Mariae, ejusdem villae, e
Portum maris, cum omnibus libertatiggs et
pertinentiis suis, et Nedrebi, Overaliam
Hauchesgard, Normanibi, Pielingan, s
Fielingam, Staupe, Snetune Uglebardebi, =
Sourebi Newham Duneslae, Stachesbi, DBrec ;
Baldebi, Floram, et Hachenessam XXXXXXXXXLX =
Hii sunt testes. Gilebertus, filius Fulcgn
Dapiferi. Brnaldus, Presbiter de Tatecag ig-
Robertus, filius Pichot de Perci. Baldwinus,
filius Radulphi de Irtuna., Willelmus de o
Hanchesgarde. Radulphus, Presbiter de Whitby.
Robertus Cocus, et Walterus filius ejus. Adam,
Praepositus de Whitby. Richerus filius
Blacher, et Gaufridus filius ejus et multi
alii

¥ Note:- The conclusion is that William, son
of Alan de Percy executed this deed
before 1135, therefore Richard, son
of Godfrey, son of Blacker must have
been alive at that time.
This deed also was translated by
Charlton in 1779.

Extracts from CARTULARIUM ABBATHTAE DE
WHITEBY.

Published by Surtess Society 1879.
Page 21 XVIII.

"Wotum sit omn. tam braes. quam fut. quod
©80, Walterus, filius Godfridi filii Blaker,
d. ot ¢, et hac pr. ¢. mea conf, Hugoni,
filio Rogeri Prudume, unum toftum t'rae in
Whiteby, quod videl, jacet inter t'rum
Ricardi Freboys et t'!'pam Angnetis, uxoris
Thomae Coci, in vico qui vocatur Flore:

Ten. et hab, 1, et Qu. et honorifice de me

et haer. meis, praedicto Hugoni et haer,
suis, pro duabus mareis argenti, quas praed.
Hugo dedit Michi prae manibus in mesg
necessitate: redd, inde annuatim D'no Abbati
burgagium et unum denarium annuatim ad libros
Ecel, B. Petri de Whiteby, pro omni serv,
consuet. et exactione ad me wvel ad haer, X
meos pertinente. Ft €go Walterus et haer,
mel war, prade. toftum cum omn. pert. suis
braed. Hugoni et haer, suis Ce0.h, et f
berpetuum., Hiis testibus, g

in



Vi

_ Note 22. Domino Rogero, Abbate de Whiteby. Wilkmo de

and)N Foxtone, %unc Senescallo de Whiteby. Roberto
(e de Barneby. Andrea de Dunsk., Willelmo de
Waldene. Willelmo Mercatore. Willelmo
Tinctore. Roberto fratre ejus. Petro de
Neuham; et aliis.

Note: The name appears as BLACKER in the
original.
Roger de Scardeburg was Abbot of Whitby

from 1222 to 1244. z
This deed, again, was translated into
English by Charton in 1779.

p,28 - Note 23. Kendrick's History of the Vikings.

p,29 - Note 24. Index to Wills in the Record Series Yorks.
Arch. Society. Vol. X.

p.29 - Note 25. Pedes Finium Ebor. King John.

P.20 of Surtees Society Vol.XCIV.

XLVI. 1Ibid. die Mercurii prox. post festum
S. Margaratae (July 24th 1202) Infter
Birleccam de Dunnington, pet. Willelmum
filium Leunad, et Gavfridum fratrem
ejus,; ten., de rationabili dote ipsius
Birleccae in Dunnington Unde placitum
fuit ete. scil quad. predicti Willelmus
et gaufridus recognoverunt pefatam
| dotam esse jus ipsuis Birleccae, et el
eam reddidit. E+t pro hac recognitione
etec. prefata Birlecca concessit prefatis
Willelma et Gaufrido croppum waignenae
predictae dotis de hoc anno presenti.
(Ibid No.l1l36)

TARLY YORKSHIRE CHARTERS. PFarrar: Vol. III.
P,563. 1150-1170, A.D.

Grant by Adam, son of Peter to the Monks of
Rievaulx of BLACKER in UPPER HOYLAND for the
site of iron Smitties and iron ore in his
part of Shitlington and Flockton, dead wood
for charcoal there, 20 acres between ILittle
Midgeley and the brook of Emley, pasturage
of the above said towns and licence to con-
struct a mill with a pool at Blacker.
Chartulary of Rievaulx Jul.D.i.f. 57.d.(old
f.6l.d), Pd. in Chartul, of Rx, 95




Flockton is 3% miles south
Note by L.V.S.B. s

Cockbum points out that Bla
have been so named because o
the soil which is all light h
mining engineer. The coal was
discovered much later. Iron be
is usually red or yellow.

WILLIAU FARRER. EARLY YORKSHIRE (

VOL 11T, 1916.
p.364. (After quotation of the Ri
charter)

ADAM son of PETER to the Monks df;;

"Blakeker" seems to be the place in U
Hoyland now known as Over, Middle and
Blacker. Worsborough adjoins it on th

western side, the Dove flowing between.
Consequently the ore and charcoal obtained
in Flockton and Shitlington had to be
brought a considerable distance to the sr
at Blacker."

FParrer dates this charter as 1150-1170.

Heb.Co S08 R0

SURTEES SOCIETY. Vol.B83.

CHARTUL ARY OF RIEVAULX PP.58-59.
Charta XCV. LIII. 1160 to 1220 A.D.
Fifth Charter of grants by Adam iZi.

"+.s XV acras terrae in leco qui
Blakeker ad construendas favercas g




‘29 = Nﬂtﬁ :
;Fgoﬂtd.)

Domui Rievallensi ....
Insuper concedo eis libere
stagnum suum ad molendinum
mea super ribulum gui cufr g
et deducere rivulos fomtuim in s
praefatum."

. LIIII. (Roger Fitz-Peter gives
b i (aﬂgent to his brother's

esese XV acras terrae in loco qui vocatur.
Blakeker ...."
P.60 CL IV11ll, Grant by Maurice F'tzSaxe.

"Mattaeus filius Saxi ... Noverit universita&iq@
me dedisse Ecclesiae S. Mariae de Rievalle e
acras terrae et dimidiam percatam in loeco qui
vocatur Blake-Kery ad faciendum ibi fabricas
suas in quibus facient ferrum et utensilia

et alia necessaria. Domui Rievallensi ...."

- "Insuper concedo eis firmare stagnum suum

ad molendinum faciendum in terra mea, sSi
voluerint, super rivulum qui currit juxta
Blake-Ker".

After careful examinstion of the volume, we
believe that they must all be early - say
1160 to 1220,

Wakefield Court Rolls. Vol.T, P.2T7H"

Court on 25 Mar 1297 - Hiperum: Geppe le Colier

fined 6 pence for the escape of a cow in "the
Blacker"

Wakefield Court Rolls Vol IT P oA Yorks.Arch.

Society Record Series XXIX 6 Edw.IT.
Court on 5 peb. TR

HIPERUM - William de Sunderland 64 for with-
drawing his suit against Thomas de
Waddegword, clerk, Willianm quit
claiming all hig right in 5 acres
in Blacker, to the 8aid Thomas,

SAIDATE - Court 8 Edw, II 25 wep, 1315,

Warrener - Henry Spri o]
made forester of tﬁe %aﬁgliis
Thurstmanmaghe, Southwode,

Blacker and warre
water tk,lroughout tﬁgr of land and

ship of Crigleston, Jﬁ"ie e g



25 Jan.1308.

Thomas de Langfeud v, |
Ralph de Criglestone a
brother, says that the

ross
34 Bdw.1306, they bought

the herbage of 24 acres
the Blackerre for 13s.4d. t
to William's barn (grangea)
Criglestone, half on S%.Gil
September) that year and half
Michaelmas following; they h
nothing and he claims 20s da

Court at Rastrick on 6th Dece
25 Bdw kil

HIPERUM. Thomas, son of Cicely de Holg
gives 2s to take 45 acres of
le Blacker from Dom Richard,
chaplain.

These extracts show that a locality near
Hipperholme which is a soke of Wakefield,
near Crigglestone, was already called "the
Blacker" in 1297, 1308 and 1316. :

Rotuli Chartarum ann. 5 Johann. p.116 AD1204
allude to "terra Blachere", in a charter of
the church of the Holy Trinity. o

On p.68 of W. Wheater's "01d Yorkshire, he =
says that part of the supposed battlefield -
of Brunan Burh was known to country folk as
"the Blackery" (This is in the edition of BTE
1885, second series) :




AP
Blacker
Blacker., :
Blacker Hill, Barnsley
Worsborough. | D
Blacker Wood: § m. S.E.
Blacker Hill Farm: 1% m. §
‘Blacker Lane:
Blacker Beck:
Bl ackham s
Blacker Hill:
Blacker Common:
Blacker Bridge:

Blacker village:; 24 w. N.M.E,
Blacker Hill:

Blachatof+t, near ilowdeu. (01d spe
Cx=ford Dictionary uve =n
Place Names)

Blacker Arms: Thornhill ILees. -
Balkerthorpe, now Belthorpe, E. of Yor

Balkeholme:

- Ske

T e W -
1% m. S.Be O

a tract &+ m
;3’ M. S‘ UE‘.

o

1 m. E. of Wor

2 m., W. of Darton.

Belgerby is mentioned
Finium Ebor. 1204. Reg.Jd

Yorkshire Inquisitions, Vol.
P.159. Writ dated 6th Dec.12
made before the Sheriff cor
ning Thomas son of Peter of

f -
Balkehélme, Robert de Kriclestc
and others: ° 1968

(Yorks. Arch, Soc. R a
XXITI.) S0ord Sewin

|
]
1
5
a5y |

BLACKER;

& Terram Johannis f£ilii Albreda

capite super le Blacker i
- Yorks Inquisit 5o, h ohs

io ]
Oarbe Joharnie t ns p.326. A.D,. 1283

ilii Hugonis de ACAST?',

=

e abbuttantem in ungﬁﬁ'a
Super le sick
« DLXVI.

wall G

Eﬁ)-“;

I vl






ot gravity of the family's lar
noving some miles towards the sou

The move was hastened no d-a-iiht}ﬁ' by

befel the "Sea-mere' area Shqrt'l;f bEfQ

as by the seizure of their lands by the Pe

We find quite numerous documents to re

Blakker of Blakker, to this day called Blacke

defensible localities near Worsborough wh:.nhw‘

agscribe to Blakkgr Godfreysson's tactical juﬂgm
! already called as we see, Blacker in a Ri.é:?au;;;
between 1150 and 1170,

To Henry, by charter, Sir Hugh de Nevile made Ww '

messuage in Milnethorpe, formerly held by Henry de "
Probably in 1258. Sir Hugh also made two grants of 1a

Derlay to Adam and Henry de Swathe, to which charters Henry de

Blakker was a witness. Sir Hugh succeeded his father in

Which helps us +o date these documents.
Again Henry was o witness to a lease by Henry de Brom M

Robert
» 80n of Sir John de Bosville of a Bovate of land in
Wor, ;
abﬁ!‘ough called Blabirmegand.

We shall meet the Bosevile



yet other witnesses
1266, and Peter, son of Sir

At the great Assize of H

hill charged Tyas and others W:L*hi\l;-..,
Denby, Carlcotes, Blacker, etc. Ehis-
in the matter of the place name, :
& 5ti11 another document in which Henry is
of the Crown, in 15 days of Trinity 21 :
Cressingham (m 34,10, Wapentake of Staincée-oéﬁ
de Blacker of Wyrkesburgh together with Rict
the same, attach Dyonisia, the wife of one Rej

house was robbed by William "Le Sopere" of York

llercer" of Ripon, by whom he was mortally wour_zda;?f,-_--

Captured and beheaded., Dyonisia was attached beo:

DPresent.

We have up to date, found no document which tells

Al :
¥ What relation Henry de Blakker was to Bladwin, Riche

Go
dfrey, the sons, and to Godrey and Walter, the grandso;

Blacre or Domesday Book.

Ia
W documents remain to be searched, so that there is s
°F written proof,

)



one of the witnesses to &

Rokelay, to Roger son of Thomas

rent of eight shillings which Hmma

granted for a term of ten years for
burg, also to another charter by which 3
her right to a yearly rent of 2s. 1lld.
and tenements in Wirkisburg other witnesses
8) were Richard de Rokeley and Henry de Rokelay
On January 20th 1334 (5), Henry, son and

de Blekker,granted to Sir Adam de Everyngham of
rent of four shillings with the homages and &ll ot

in which John de Rokeley was bound to the for a bovat

in the Vill of Wyrkesborough, in a place called 31&13_:# 2

(9) which deed Henry de Rokeley, Fadmund de Perci, and others v
| witnesses,
This Henry de Blakker had a son Robert, who married a
daughter of John le Bozook or, de Bozoche, of Doddeworth,

Dodsworth, who gave to his son~-in-law a messuage with its




removed to Crigglestone,

the name of Blacker, now in 1350

They had a son Richard, who

Martinmas, obtained a grant for fo
_ of Staynton son of William and Agnes
B i bis wite of all their lamis andl
ﬁﬁ : bound of Blacker, and a third part del |
| woods and other appurtenances, to hold_of;'”
i fee (the Lord of the Manor of Wakefielﬂ):
rendering to the grantors 9s. 10d. at Whitsun
in equal proportions, and if the said tenements
11) Richard should have the first opportunity.

Betwsen 1377 and 1382 Richard frequently ac
at the Wakefield Manor Courts. On October 28, 1588
witness to a grant by William Coke of West Bretton, to
Dronsfeld of all the messuages, lands and tenements wh

in that Vill, Other witnesses were John Staynton, of W
Moorhouse, who in 1368 had been nominated by the Prior of

112) bretton as his attorney and John de Amyas, of Horbury,

in 1395,



appurtenances in G

Andrew, of Chapel Thorpe ar

called Blackare, in Crygelyston, and :

- 114) Waofeld.
At this epoch, we come to a turning
of the family,

John Blakker became the owner of Blakker

surrounding land. This is to say, that on two suc
cccasions at 140 years interval, we find the head
Who had quite unmistakably adopted as their S urnam
their mighty ancestor, had, moreover, settled th@ 1v

purchase, to live on lands identified for many years

by his name.

We may remark that it has been suggested, contrary to

Professor Hakon Shetelig's opinion that, the name is derivec

from two, not one, old Norse words, that is Blakk and Kjare,

feaning "dark copsen, Possibly such a copse may have




The descendants of John

I' latter, a2 castle of some importance, is

named after Blakker's com'in, Anlaf Cuar

RS -
T G i

_- for Sandal. He was nicknamed "Olaf of the

N T T

Blakker, in the early part of the fourt
belonged to Thomas de Langfield. At Manor Cou
1508, he sued William son of Ralph de Crigel-eﬁ*ﬂ&ﬁ_.
detaining 13s. 4d, for the herbage of 24 acres of
Blackerre, which they bought of him,

Thomas de Langfield was dead in 1316, when his
appeared at a Manor Court at Halifax., |

% & court held at Wakefield, in Lent, William, son
of Thomas de Langfield, paid 12s. for relief of the lands

15) tenements which were those of his father.
From the TLangfields, Blakker must have passed to the
John, whose descendants were to hold this estate for tw

% half centuries, was elected by the tenants of the manor, t



ebb after the seizure of their

1069, by the Percies and further,

Inundation.
The career of this John shows signs c

rebuilding of their wealth. His son Rober
.'“;i) of John and Elena Boyne, of Boyne Hall, Ck
family whose name we shall meet again in our
mentioned in various documents, particularly a

to the manors of Sir William Dronsfeld of Westbret

17) June 1443. He held divers lands called Blekker in
with appurtenances in Sandall by Socage, On Octob

was plaintiff in an action in the Manor Court. By his

dated 8th April 1458, Robert Blakker desired to be bur

parish Church of Sandall. "To my mortuary my best animal.

the fabric of the Church of Sandall 6s. 8d. To the service o

St. Marys 3s. 4d. ¥or a torch 4s. To the fabric of the Ch

of St. Peter at York 6d. The residue of all my goods to

%ﬁ) my wife and Thomas my son, whom I make my executors." This w

Proved at York on 1l4th July 1458, Many descendants are bw



she herioted for

In 1500, John Blacker w

He had two sons, Roger

May 1521 peid & heriot on the ¢

copyhold lands in Crigelstone and

igsue 2nd Robert became his heir; and

paid a heriot to the Lord of the Memor.

R Six weeks after the death of Rober
. eldest son Thomas paid & heriot on copyl
%ﬂ rold, on l4th May 1459.

- From henceforward the name is always

Thomas was now the head of the family andt~@ﬁ

John Boyne of Boyne Hill, Chapel Thorpe, his
granted him a messuage and 30 acres in Criggles
messvage and 16 acres in Cudworth. On the foll!;

?2) grantees regranted these lands to Joln, the son ar
On 15th May 1471, Thomas, along with Sir John

23) Percival Amyas, was a witness to a grant of lands in W
Thomas Blacker married Agnes, daughter of Thomas

of Hullinedge, and was on 21st February 1483 - 4 one

éxecutors of his brother-in-law Henry Savile, a Yeoman



(27)

(28)

Lﬁ-ﬁ: -

his wife, my sister to pay yearly to the supj

At a Wakefield Manor Court on 7th October
trustees surrendered the broperties to seventééﬁ:
amongst whom was Thomas Blacker of Blacker Hall.
8ssured to his son Robert the messuage and 16 aer :
Holme On condition of annual payments to the Chaplain
Thomas Blacker left two sons, Robert and Ralph,

former of whom Thomas Savile left the Holmfryth pra'f“'fif

to Thomas Rydey:
conditionally on the Payments to the Sandal Chaplain,

on 23rd September 1518 Robert made it over

Robert is mentioned in these Manor Court Rolls as hole

18nds called Blacker in Crigleston with the appurtenances ;

Sandall, 1y Soccage,



By & deed envolled on the We

18th May 1497, Thomas became one of the

late Vicar of Sandal to hold land for the

Again, on 1st Maroh 1498, this John Co
certain indentures to the trustees concerning
on Thurstonhéaghemore to be devoted tO'm&sse&é;
prayers for his soul.

Thomas was also one of the trustees appointed
September 1502 to hold some land at Boyne Hill for

g') St. Mary's Chantry, in Sandal Church, and yet ag&&@é
matter of an endowment for a Chaplain to say mass in
Lady's Quire" in Sandal, This was from the revenue of
acres in Crigleston, bequeathed by Robert Bawney. Ano

3?-" was for the Chapel of St. James.

Thomas was Sokereeve and Constable of Sandal, like hi -
father, in 1514 and 1515, and was frequently a juror a&&%ﬁﬁé
Wekefield Manor Courts. :

He married Agnes, daughter of Roger Amyas, of



31)

32)

burgeges, neadows, woods and pastures Wi

Crygleston, Chappel Thorpe, Heton and Wa

in County York" to William Froste of Ackd

Houghton, Relph Amyas, his brother-in-lew,

Trankysshe, Vicar of Warmfield. These were

to look after his house and estate for the bene

until Ralph his son and heir apparent was to &

will was proved on 22nd October 1516, and sealed

These records tend to show that by this date
had contrived to rebuild still more of its old pos:
Yorkshire. Cos

Thomas had two sons Ralph and John. The latter

July 1560 and was buried at Sandal, His will, in York:

Deeds CII No.137, is dated 28th June 1560 and proved on 2

July at York. He leaves his property to his wife, his

@nd to three sons and four daughters and to one godson,

John's son Robert was born in 1547, lived at Hol11i;

1n Crigglestone and married Joanna,

daughter of W



deughters.

Various land '?:l}r‘alns:-aaﬁio‘_naﬁ
a Francis, who agaiﬁ was Constable
in the Wakefield Manor Court Rolls
minor offences in 1633 and 1634. _
4pril 1750, and his widow Anna wes buried e
January 1656/7. .

So much for the younger sons. The elri _
Agnes, who followed his father at Blacker H&ll
on 2nd January 1522/3%, paid assessment o:ﬁ- hja
34) ston in respect of the subsidy granted to Henry

January 1524/5 he was appointed join‘bly-'t-o manag_e,_-"
| Geoffrey Shakursley and Ralph Levyrseg of their .
35) Bulelyff, Crigglestone and other lands in Wes'bbr_e‘b-?mﬂ;
and Darton. Roger Blacker also paid subsidy in resp&ﬁ%
lands at Sandal.

In 1531 he and others were plaintiffs agaﬁ,ns;b__

o) or Netherton in connection with two menors and W



ey e o i

on 8th October 1552, Ralph c

Wakefield Manor 169_1:;-1:, and a.ga.j.u '

years., On 13th November 1556 he acg

Wakefield Menor Court Rolls 1556, an

in Crigglestone and from Francis Woodrc

daughter of John Bosvile of Chevet and of Joan

Ordsall, We met & Sir John Bosvile in 1285,

They had four sons, John, Ralph who is of part

interest +tg us, Robert and Nicholas, and three daﬁﬂfﬁ

Agnes wes married to Lieu, Dorothis 6 Thornes, and :

John Leake, The elder Ralph died in March 1578 and was

like gg many of the family, in Sandal Ghurchyard, His -

mnade on 20th July 1562 was proved, much later, on
1578,
L



Jomn, the eldest @
galph succeeded to Dwrker HOuS

of it, and still in existence. s

He was Constable for Gri_'_

1561, at Wakefield in 1595, in Sendal o
1570 oertain lands in Crigglestone which
1) to the Chantry of St. Mary, in Sandal Uh
| On 11th October 1599, he reccived from -

acres in Criggleston, and on 27th May 1596, Pt
12) land in Sandal. Other lands acquired by him, .
43) Sandal Survey of James I in 1620.

hmongst Duchy of Lancaster reoords;_ in a Sar
the year 1608, are particulars of various lands hels@ :

in the Crigleston, Chapelthorpe, Sandal and Durkar ne

Wekefield alone. This Will was proved on 1l4th Dec



in Continental Wars, parti

Dom Joa de Castro wrﬁ%ﬂ~ﬁ“
to the Farl of HEssex in which, he
hands of an Englishman named Blacar

manuscriptes at Hatfield House. g

Essex was engaged in the eapturﬁe

A fair guess is that the "Blackar"

the younger of Durkar, and this guess ia

naming his elder son Valentine, his daugh‘h@

: his younger Ferdinando. 3
Several writers who have recounted the h

family tend to jump to the conclusion that the s

fortune, who by his ventures mede good was Valent:

to disagree with this view, and to substitute Ralph

and Cadiz, for Valentine in Ireland., The arguments :Lﬂ;

of this view are, Valentine could not have aeleotéd'f&fgg

Latin language his own baptismal neme.

Valentine was the Captain of a troop of horse at au
gge. BSuch a command then called for the possession of



Savile's Troop of Horse, : £

Ferdinando's will as we shall see iﬁ 3
have been a fairly wealthy young men. Apart
arming his own following in the Troop, he nad
of his own and two suits of half-armour; which .

When we recollect that the naval portion alone
of Cadiz was worth twelve million dma'hs; this is n

sSurprise,
Jomn, the eldest son of the first Ralph, that is,

uncle, heving married Agnes, daughter of Simon Sprigonell

in 1584, seized of lands of the then yearly value of five

Pounds, gquivalent today to ten or fifteen times that

© 3 o

POSsibly forty thousand a year if modern taxation be cons
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with Blacre's son. His h
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He was born in 1597, the

a house still standing, Ralph we

L

Christian name broke the Danish custom &i_
their grandfathers.

We believe that Valentine's italianate nar
of his son Ferdinando and his daughter Vicletta, ._
With the military service, on the continent, of his
These Elizabethan expeditionary forces created, as {m

feshion in such names,

By a deed dated 2nd February 1621 he gave his son
Valentine some land lying in Newsome and Langfurley, now

°alled Little Oliver, held by copyhold of the Manor of

Wekefield, at an ammual rent to the lord of 7s., 7d, as agreed

UPOn in 1610, when his father compounded with King James for
(2
! ) the confirmation of his estate.

Valentine had an elder sister, Elizabeth, married to a .



L

put he went, however, to Ireland

put the probability is rather 1';1'1&1'-_3 hﬁaﬂ
grant of land as a reward for military S
‘tat he naturally made this over to his yo .
who was better able to develop, and take advar

Valentine, according to the Wakefield Man

for 1629, is then described as of Durker and a.ilr

Carrowbrack, Co. Armagh, and as surrendering half E&
lend in "Dirtcarre," in a place called le Goyte, to
Sevile, Knight. This was he who later commanded the
of Horse, against the Commons, of which Ferdinando Black
Was "Captain-Teifftenant,” so the transfer was possibly m
PAyment to Sir John for the equipment of his share of 'bb:l&
At a Wakefield Manor Court, held on 15th May 1638,
Valentine Blacker of Carrick, (the new name for Carrowbrack)

1
® Y0« Armagh and Julith his wife surrendered 13 aczes 1 rood



Harrmm of Bally

geughters. She died on

Seagoe., Valentine was then «

Ireland. There his earliest res

gside of the road opposite Blaokeri..g-
in height roofed with small sla.tes"-,: _
and had many apartments of small d:unen 3L
throughout with white oak. The windows _.
panes, but in leaden frames. There was a 1
door on which were the letters "G.B.", the 13§
Valentine's other son who outlived him, and car:
line in Armagh.

The house in the parish of Seagoe which was
built in 1619, was doubtless the first permanent m
family in Armagh. Valentine's son and grandson are, as
8hall see, described in vestry rating records as 61‘.’

laghie, and later still, of Knockbridge House,



with the senbr oF Oaprowbist
srom Sir Anthony Cope, of Lot
estate Cerrickblacker. Sir Anthony
qereafter he is deseribed in the Wak o1
as velentine Blacker, gent,, of Dir#a&ﬁ;_'

Yalentine's aotivities during A= i-Ros
ceding 1649 are little recorded. 'The.ferqéfg“
Ireland against the Parliaméntarians can have 1
leisure for memoirs. It culminated in +the hid
by the Commons' troops under Cromwell himself, who .
massacred the women and children of both Drogheda
atroeities which were left unsurpassed until those
Hindusten in 1947.

Valentine's neme appears, under the year 1649, in
"Landed Gentry of Ireland," juxtaposed with those of his
George the elder and Ferdinand the younger. The latter pr

deceased his father, as we shall see, and oddly enough is



AR
vValentine is put down by O'Hart as Sir Valentine, Very

possibly this was a courtesy title accorded to him on the

strength of the fact that he was a "Captain of Horse and Foot",

that is the commander of a considerable body of non-ordnance

forces.,

Until the time of the South African war of 1899, a field
officer was considered toc rank with a knight and was entitled
to wear the gilt spurs, the emblem of that order.

Undoubtedly, after the Glorious Restoration, Valentine
was fortunate enough to receive the gratitude of his Monarch,

as is shown by O'Hart on pages 374 and 375 of his 1887 edition.
O'Hart gives the names, all together, of :—-

Blackar, Ferdinando,

Black r, George.

Blacker, Sir Valentine.

Blacker, Ensign Ferdinando.
Blacker, Ensign George.

Blacker, Richard.
in a list ¢f the "Forty-Nine" officers, being "Enrolments of
the adjudications in favour of the (A.D.) 1649 Officers"
(formerly denominated the "™ '49 Tots": Preserved in the Office
0f the Chief Remembrancer of the Exchequer, Dublin, see Records

of Ireland, marked "1821 - 1825" p.p. 610 - 637.
He adds the footnotes "These adjudications refer to the arrears

of the Commissioned officers who served Charles II or Charles I




52.

in the Wars of Ireland, before the 5th day of June 1649. The
Irish origin of many of these officers can be seen in the
Third Edition of "Irish Pedigrees" on P.453, under Names of
Persons in the Grants, Under the Acts of Settlement and
Explenation, appears "Blacker, George".

Possibly the reduplication of names in the first list was
to ensure that no quibbles about gpelling should prevent these
officers from receiving the King's benefits,

It is noteworthy that whilst O'Hart gives long lists of
those settled in the Plantation of Ulster, he includes no
names of the family whatever. This leads to the supposition
that Valentine came to Ireland and purchased his original
estate quite independently of the official settlement or
"Plantation", The circumstance is noteworthy, particularly
because the estate was originally granted by Charles I.

By an indenture, dated 10th April 1666, which was still
in existence in 1900, Valentine made a settlement of the

Oarrickblacker estate, thus embodying the entail on the dirsot

male line,
A tradition has long been held in the family that

Valentine acquired the site of Carrickblacker because he
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pelieved it to be where his ancestor Blacaire McGodfridhe
MacImbhar slew, in single combat, on that Sunday in February
943, the heir apparent of the High-King, the O Niall as we

nave already described.

Now Blacaire is only mentioned actually by name in Irish
histories, for instance the Chronicum Scotorum, the Annals of
Clonmacnoise, the Annals of Ulster and the famous Book of the
Four Masters.

In the Saxon works, such as those of Simeon of Durham and
Henry of Malmesbury, the Dublin Vikings are usually named

colleotively.

The ancient manuscripts from which these former histories

have been compiled reposed in obscure Irish monasteries and
castles, until they were translated by erudite Jesuits, in 1627,
but they were not printed in English until near the close of |

the nineteenth century. TFor instance, the manuscripts of the

Annals of Clonmacnoise lay in the castle of Temanaghan, in Clare.

The translation of it, by MacGeogehan, was finished on 20th April,

1627. Therefore, it would have been quite amazing for &n English

Speaking Captain of Horse to have derived the idea five years

earlier of the Blacaire exploit from them, rather then from an

oral tradition handed down from father to son in Denish Yorkshire.



To reinforce the family s beliefs, We may note

yalentine's great great grandson establisheq _—

Co. Douth, almost on the spot where Blacaire's first
with 0'Neill came about, very close to the Blakestown

godfrideslande of to-day,

Ancient weapons were dug up near the Limekiln Fort
Lt. Col. Williem Blacker, and are still preserved by the
They consist of a spear head and a bronze sword of Punic
both deseribed in Stuart's History of Armagh., p.512., and
probably Goidelic,

Valentine made his will eleven days before his death
1677 leaving chattels, money and stock to his deughter Vio
no doubt because he h2d entailed the estate itself on his som
George, It reads:
Frerogative Wills, Public Record Office, Dublin,

Will of Valentine Blacker, d. 1677.

In the name of God, Amen, This sixth day of August, in the
year of our Lord God 1677, I, Valentine Blacker, of Carrick, in

and |

t
Weak of body, but of sound mind and memory, thanks be given to

God therefor, and calling to mind the mortelity of my body, and
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gnowing it is appointed for all men once to die, do meke and
order this my last will and testament in manner and form
following, that is to say; Pirst and prineipally, I give my
soul into the hands of God who gave it +o me; and for my body,
I recommend it unto the earth, to be buried in decent and
Christian mamner near Judith, my wife's grave, in Sego Church,
nothing doubting that as the General Resurrecxtion I shall
receive the same again by the mighty power of God: and touching
such worldly goods wherewith it has pleased God to bless me in
this life, I give, bequeath and dispose the same in mamner and
form following: Imp. I give and bequeath unto my daughter

Violetta Gill, all my goods monies and chattels whatsoever,
viz: horses, mares, cows, heifers, moneys, plate, bills, bonds
and writing-brass, pewter, linen, apparell, and all moveable
goods whatsoever to me belonging, the same to be in my said
deughter Violetta's possession immediately after my decease .
And T do hereby utterly disallow, revoke, and annul all and
°very other form of testements, wills, legacies, bequeathed
énd disposeq by me to my wife before this time named and
bequeathed; and I do hereby make and ordain my said daighter,

Violettg Gill, executrix to this my last will and testement,




of V., Gill, Schoolmaster Canally, and James

"Signed, sealed in presence of
"yalentine Gill

"skolla X Ainli v. B

"his mark,

"James Jamieson
Valentine died on 17th August 1677 and was

‘Segoe Church. He wes succeeded at Carrick by

surviving son, Major George Blacker, of Carrick



A character of some importance in oup story is Perd

often referred to as Ferdinando, a younger son of Valenti
py Judith, daughter of Sir Michael Harrison of Bellydargan,
Co. Down.

We recount his career now although he died before his £
and before his elder brother Major George.

The earliest accounts of his adventures come from the
Intelligencer", a very early newspaper published during the
Civil Wer,

Full extracts are given in the Yorkshire Archaeclogical
Journal Vol. XIII, from which we learn that the Parliamentarians 1
invested Sandal Castle in Sepbember 1645. |

Blacker Hall was an outpost of this fortress, which we have

88s8ociated with Anlaf Cuaran in the tenth century.

After Marston Moor, Sandal Castle was owned by liajor
Beaumont and was defended, for the King, by Colonel Bonivant.
Pontefract Castle surrendered on 20th July, whereupon Sandal was
SWmoned to do likewise. 4 preliminary bombardment was opened
from foyr Parliamentary batteries.

Dul‘ing an interval in this a challenge was issued to single

*ombat between & champion from each side.



58
rme Royellst Was our Captain-Leiftenant Ferdinando Blacker
’

jesoribed as of Bla"ker Hall, Criggleston, acturlly his grand-

sother's seat, and one Mr, John (or Themas) Naylor, of
r
- afield, who represented the Roundheads,

They fought mounted and in armour with sword and pistols
¥

on 19th September 1645,
Ferdinando made his very interesting will just before the

combet, of which the original is in Scmerset House, and of which

we have & facsimile.

It shows his position as second-in-command of Sir John
Sayile's trocp of Horse, and describes his possessions, :n.mluding
his two suits of half-armour and his various chargers.

o doubt his grandfather's prosperity made it possible for‘ :;
him to keep up what must have been a costly position in the .
cavalry arm,

We deduce that Ferdinando was the victor in the fight,

because his will was not proved until 25th February 1650/51

and in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury.

It is pleasant to record that the besiegers had no success,

nd that three weeks later the garrison marched eway 10 Welbeelk

Houge with the honours of war.

Showg Ferdinaﬁnd, 1ike his father, in the war

Ea\?a
8¢ Cromwellians in Irelend.



Although a "Captain-Teifftenant" in En
shown, in 1649, in Irelend, as an “Ermignﬂ. :
We cen find mo explanation for this fall in
he hed lost his property in Englend, and at the same
femily resources, in Ircland, had to be mobilized to
his father Valentine as "Captain of Horse and Foot".
Very probably too, cavalry wes then in less demand
Ireland than Infantry. We know that & number of gent:
of whom Ferdinand was one, were commissioned, é.s " En

reeruit battalions for the King's Cause,

A pair of stirrups, by tradition that of King

are in the posaession of the present head of the fam

they were given to Ferdinand after Marston Moor.
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ZHE RETURN 19 iy 60.

The family line Was now C¢ontinueqg in Irelang by Major

: ! jO

george, Who became itg head, The Senior brap L Bin 1 |
h ch of B cker Hal

—3

Grigglestone, came to ap end with g daughtep of another g
eorge

Blacker, great grandson of Ralph the elder, and thepefope a firgt

cousin once removed to Valentine, She wes HElizabety who was
!

baptized &t Sandal in 1606 apg died in December 1653, after

marrying in 1649, Henry Reyner, to whom Blackep Hall wes conveyed,

It thus passed, after three centuries, out of the family, TFor

another century it belonged to the Roades, or Rhodes family,
The Hall has since fallen down and been rebuilt as =2 small farm—

house, and belongs to the Viscoumt Allendale of Bretton Hall,

Whose family name is Beaumont.

Several junior descendants of Rnlph are on record as having
. Much
been baptized, married and buried at Sandal down to 1656 1

; : g exhaustive
nformation about them is contained in J.W. Walker

: Part 139, of 1941.
®fticle in the Yorkshire Archaeologicel Journel <@ !

ied
L Sheriff of Armagh in 1684, and marri

Vajor George was Hig
& py Rosa, his wife,

oarn
RDB@, daugh.ter of Willj-ﬂm Lﬁtham of Bﬂll.‘)"tr 1]

B Drak gegtowll.
d'augh'ter and heiress of Rowland Young, ©

and in
Royal Army of J

ames I1,
He ymg an officer in the oo garrison of Derry
up

thig d to call
®8pacity was despatche gted in 1688.

r a3 inve
: “WTender, when the Maiden CAtV ¥ __4
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At this time he appears to have decided that Williom and

not James, was his risghtful monarch,

Accordingly he declared himself on the gide of the former
King, but his new allegiance was not immediately accepted by the
Commender of the garrison, who pleced him in oonfinemeﬁt.

After some time however, he was released and then took a
prominent part in that very glorious defence.

He was attainted by James, but his estates restored by

King William (Vide O'Hart). These now included the present

Carrickblacker which house he began to build., It is one of the
very few Irish houses in the red brick Jacobean 8 tyle, and is
described in the guide books as an architectural gem.

Over the main door are carved the present arms of the
family, a Norse Warrior in armour, on a field gutté de sang and
in his hand, a Danish war axe.

This, with the motto "Pro Deo et Rege" replaced the earlier
charge of three Moor's heads on a chevron, which had the very
strange but perhaps significant motto "0di ingratum". We find

this described under the date 1613 in Burke's General Armoury of

1873, as the date of grant.




It has been a‘ﬁrm-izaﬂ ‘kha‘b,
cause to detest tpe Norman dynaa-tie,s
£

searcely have applieg to them op %o the
grant of arms,

This no longer 8pplied when +hne Tudors 5

English throne, ang g4i1] less to the Stewart

Perhaps +this explaing Why the return of
prosperity in this beriod coincides with the ug

Possibly also, the change in the motto may °

in this way and the wording of the earlier by rese
the Normans had done in 1066 and 1069.

Major George was present at the Boyne and o h:
delegated the duty of escorting the body of the late
of Derry, the Revd, E}eorge Wzlker, to Castlecaulfield,
of seeing him interred with militery honours in the parish
church. He served in the subsequent campaign and wntil th
fall of Limerick.

He died on 4th February 1689, was buried in Seagoe
Church and wes succceded by his cldest son William, of
Carrick and Ballynaghic who completed Carrickblacker in 1692
88 is ghown by o date on the wall.

ied, i the Rever-
Valentine's sister Elizobeth merried, in 1611, |

which is very close to

ol

end Richard Worrall of High Hoyleénd,
Blacker villege, necr Worsboroughe
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It has been surmized that, because the family had much
cause to detest the Nerman dynasties, its members would scarcely
pave applied to them or to the Plantagenets for a grant of arms.

This no longer applied when the Tudors came to the - ...
anglish throne, and still less to the Stewart dynasty.
(He was pﬁeaent at the Boyne, and to him was delegated the
duty of escorting the body of the late Gove_rnor of Derry, the

Revd., George Walker, to Castlecaulfield, and of seeing him

| interred with military honours in the Parish Church. He served
| in the subsequent campaign and until the fall of TLimerick in
1692.)

Perhaps this exploins why the return of the family to
prosperity in this period coincides with the use of arms,
Possibly also, the change in the motto may be explained in this
way end the wording of the earlier one by resentment for whet
the Normans had done in 1066 and 1069.

Velentine's sister Elizabeth married, in 1611, the Reverend

Richerd Worrall of High Hoylend, which is very close 44 Blacker

Village, near Worsborough.
Major George died on 4th February 1689, was buried in
Se2goe Church and was succeeded by his eldest son William, of

¢ .
8rrick and Ballynaghie who completed Carrickblacker, in 1692

&g
18 shown by a date on the wall.
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The Church of Segoe wasg built during Valentine's lifetime
and principally by his means, '

William's name appears in the Aet of Attainder, with his
father's.,

He married firstly Elizabeth daughter of the Honourable
Robert Stewart, of Irry or Eyry and Castlestewart in County
Tyrone, the third son of the first Baron Castlestewart, who are
descended from the Dukes of Albany.

She bore him a son and heir, Stewart, died in January 1678
and is buried at Ballyclog.

A painting of this Stewart, as a boy, is in the possessian
of the head of the family, It is dated 1671 and bears the
present coat of arms.

George Blacker had two other sons, Tegard, who died on
29th August 1686, and is buried at Shankhill and Robert, and also |
a daughter, Frances, who merried John Tipping, died on 25th
Januvary 1689, and is buried at Segoe.

Robert's name appears in an early Irish Army 1ist as a
"brigadier® in the King's Irish Life guard with which was
émalgamated "the Lord Bssex" troop of gentlemen-at-arms." He
18 described as "Brigadier of the Guards and so Lieuﬁenant".

Tater on he received a commission in Beaumont's, later

the 34th, Princess Amme of Denmark's Regiment of Foot, on 8th

June 1689, to be Lieutenant to Captain Holmes.

—
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The name Beaumont is one with which the family had several

contacts in Yorkshire, and is tpe family neme of the present

ovmer of Blacker Hall, The Army List describes Robert as having

plue eyes, brown hair and having been born in Yorkshire,

We believe that he served at the Battle of the Boyne and
helped %0 rescue the King when he wag Wounded by the famous
round shot. For this the King gave him g Pair of gloves ag a
token, which are s+ill Preserved by the family,

He died on 29th August, 1689, and is buried at Segoe,
William Blacker married thric e, firstly as we have Seen,
Elizabeth Stewart and again, later in life, Miss St, John
daughter of Sir Oliver St. John, from whom are descended the
junior branches of the family who own Castlemartin, Co. Kildare,
Elm Park, Co, Armagh, and other seats in Ireland,

4gain in 1699, he married Hannah Lawrence, of that family
Which was to prove illustrious.

Stewart who succeeded to Carrickblacker married Elizabeth,
daughtep of Barbara Ifoung, Widow and had five sons and a daughter.
Barbara Toung was originally a Miss Lathem, sister of William
Lathan, of Brookend, Co Tyrone, ©Off the Tyrone Coast of Lough
Neagh iq Blacker's Rock, near the Brookend estate.

Barbera g yi1q was proved in 174% and by it she bequeathed to

a2 grandon Tathan o gold Jacobus, a coin reputed to cure the
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cighteenth century held very few
outstanding events for the femily,

The first half of +the

8 circumstance really not

surprising having regard to the grim times which followed upon

the campaigns between 1688 to 1691, very effort must have

been needed on the one hand to consolidate the victory over the
Jacobites and on the other to build up that good will towards
the Goidelic elements of the Irish population in which the family

have always taken a just pride.

The times were full of truly Irish paradoxes., When our
feamily were heathen, they had fought furiously against'the
Church of Ireland. Then becoming themselves Christians, their

head, Sitric II in 1035 caused his Bishop Donatus, to the wrath

of Armagh,to be consecrated by Rome. A century later his

Christian grandsons were fighting to the last man to resist
"Strongbow" that Earl of Pembroke who brought the Church of Rome

into Ireland at the point of the sword and of the lance.

» : a
Now, whilst Marlborough was fighting in Flanders to defen

themselves
Protestantism, our ancestors in Northern Ireland made

i 2] i tenth
bulwarks of the Church of Ireland which they had, in the
s commiss-
¢entury, plundered rel entlessly .Howey endohn Blacker wa
i ts Regiment of
ioned on 5 September 1704 on Colonel Hons Hamilton's Reg

oot
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The American Revolutionary War makes us a gift of some
fomily history which by a quite extraordinary piece of good
luck is of the greatest value in throwing light on, and con-
firming what happened in those very dark years between 1100
and 1250 A.D,

No less than four young men of the ferily, one from the
Armagh and three from the Rathescar branch between 1766 and

1812 received commissions in the 65th Foot,

This is now the first battalion, York and ILancaster
Regiment, with which the family has no connection.

A puzzle seems to present iteelf. Why did not these
young men go to an Irish Regiment ? The Royal Irish Fusiliers
énd Royal Irish Rifles did not yet exist. The Dublin, and
lunster Fusiliers, the 2nd Inniskilling and The Leinsters were
ot at that period in the British Royal Army. The Royal Irish
is g Southern Regiment and may have had no vacancies, so the
®higna remained, A flood of light was suddenly throvn on the

Problem by tne unearthing of the fact that up to 1873, the
65th Foot Was not the York and Lancaster, but the "North
Riding" Regiment,

%8 00s noutd pe clearer, that in a family which has always

Ch :
*rished its ancient traditions, these young men knew that

thei
¥ Ancestors, five oenturies earlier, had belonged to the

S
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North Riding, in which, as our Chartulary of Whitby Abbey proves,

gix of them had then held lands.

This discovery, like that of the Chartulary itself, is an
almost phenomenal piece of good luck for the historian. Both
bridge over indisputably the two most formidable gaps in York-

shire and in Irish history.

It will be remembered that Robert, who was in King William's

bodyguard at the Boyne, later received a commission in Beaumont's

Foot, whose connection with the West Riding iS plain. This
became later the 34th Foot. The 65th Foot did not however,
exist in 1689,

Our fow: young officers who thus lived up to their family
history were firstly William, the second son of William of
Corrickblacker. He became an Ensign on 6th lMay 1766, transferred
to the 54th Foot on 1st September 1771 and was 2 Lieutenant
from 7+h July 1775 to 1778. He died at Berville in the West
Indies in 1793, having married Miss Jacob, of Woodbrook, Co.
Wexford, who brought that estate into the femily. His grendson
%88 Canon Robert Shaplamd Carew Blacker, later head of the
famil.‘:’-

The next, Henry, wos born in 1753 and commissioned as

Ehsigns 65th Foot on 15th May 1771. He was the third son of

L )
&‘Gham, of Rathescar, Co. Louth. He became & Lieutenant on

st mmitiil
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pond November 1775, Captain-Lieutenant 31st Ooctober 1787, and

received his Company on 14th ﬂprii, 1795. He was wounded at
wounded at Saratoga under Burgoyne and taken prisoner. He
inherited lilburn, Co. Derry from an uncle, the Hon. E. Cary.
but died without offspring in 1827, leaving his estate to a

nephew, the Revd, R. Olpherts, a name we shall hear later,

The seventh son of the same Latham of Rathescar was
another Latham, born in 1765 and commissioned as Ensign in the
65th Foot on 22nd December 1779. He became Lieutenant on 14th
Mlay 1762; again gazetted from half-pay on lst October 1783; )
Captain-Lieutenant 14th April 1795 and Major from 5th June 1798 ff
to 1800. He resided at Newent, in Gloucestershire, and marrie&ﬂa;
Catherine, daughter of Colonel Maddison, of Lincolnshire.

He had a son, George Latham, who was born in 1794, and
received an Ensign's commission in his father's Regiment on

26th September 1812. He was promoted to Lieutenant on 17th

December, 1614, and died unmerried in 1821.
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The eldest son of the second Stewart, the Deon, who had

parried a daughter of Sir Hugh fill, was William who was born

st Cerrickblacker on 1st September 1777 and suse eeded to the

headship of the family, He married a Misg Ferguson but died
without children on 25th November 1853, having achieved a

certain celebrity. His memoirs, in the form of an extensive

diary, are preserved in Armagh WMuseum aond form a2 valuable and

vivid record of that age, most momentous for Europe and for
Ireland. Sir Henry Macinally has drawn much upon these memoirs |
in his classic work on the part played by the Irish Militia in

the French Revolutionary and Nepoleonic Wars, The armies of

of the Revolution under Hobhe, Moreau Kleber end not least, Carnot,
had swept all before them defeating Prussians, Austrians, Russians
8nd partioularly that expeditionary force belonging to and mis—
fanaged by Whitehall, in the Low Countries, An wnbroken tide

of successes carrieg the tricolour through Italy by way of

Towlon, These disasters to the Tondon bureaucracy encouraged

*Be revolutionaries to attempt an invasion of the British Isles.
Ireland, Partly because of the Roman faith and partly because

of Preabyteriﬂn republicanism, was a bait. The first French
&ttempt Wa8 repelled in a naval engagement off Bantry, but in

1
198 4 Considerable force landed at Killala, under Humbert and

tag
i1y Touted a couple of militie battalions at Castlebar.
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These were under a noble English officer who at Ballina, that

evening, taunted an Irish lady about the hasty retreat of the
pilitiemen, and received the reply "Your Lordship appears to
nave won that race®.

Soon however, Cornwallis scraped together a force of seven
pattalions of Irish Militia, a couple of Hegular Squadrons of
the Scots Greys and a few field pieces. He met the French
further inland at Ballinemuck, defeating them utterly. In this
engagement, the Armagh Light Infantry, to become in our day the
ord Battalion Royal Irish Pusiliers, charged tﬁe French with
the bayonet without firing & shot and captured the tricolour
regimental colour of the 70th Demi-Brigade of the Army of the
Revolution. It hangs to this day in St. Patrick's Cathedral
in Armagh, appropriately enough, close by the resting place of
the bones of Brian Boroihme. This, in 1798, was the first
defeat thet the French had encountered on land and so marked
8L epoch. In the Fishguard episode was no actual fighting.

Meanwhile the Regular Forces of Whitehall, between 1793
20 that year of 1809, in which another North Irishman took
then Over, encountered twenty-one defeats of more or less
lgnoniny ip Succession, a series broken only by Sir James
Stewart's vietory of Maida, Hence not much was heard in London

ab .
Wt Ballinamuck, indeed the subject is eschewed in Whitehall



1,
4o this day.

S1ill the tredition sud spirit remained mitEEN -

thousand Irish Militiamen were to be found in the trenches of
Badajoz 8nd Cuidad Rodrigo emd a century later, in those of
Flanders in 1914 and the bloody years after.

William was not, as far as records show, present & it il

actual battle, but soon afterwards we find hin in command of
the 2nd Brigade of Armagh Horse, However, his testimony about
the campaign is invaluable. He was gizetted to Command the S
Infantry on 31st Oetober 1796.

He wrote iwo poems, one called the "Battle of the Boyne", .
to be distinguished from the song of that name, and another
"Oliver's Advice",

His wife appeared at & 12th of July ball in & dress all of
orange, which caused the deletion of her husband's name from the
| Toll of Justices of the Peace.

After office in the magistracy and the Lieutenancy he
became Vice-Treasurer of Ireland from 1817 to 1829 devoting

Some support to Irish art and to the Irish Piper.

b 44—4
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A younger son of Williem of Carrickblacker was Samuel,
who married Miss Corry. Their seat was later =m Park, in Co.
srmegh end & grandson wes the celebrated Valentine II. He was
porn on 19th October 1778 and joined the Light Cavalry of the
Honourable Company's Army of Fort St. George. He was a ocornet
in 1799, with & troop of the Nizam's Horse serving in Mysore
against the French Army and their Afghan ally Tippu Sultan. (

In the next year he wae employed as A.D.C. to Colonel :
Stevenson in the Wynaad, and later, in the South of the
Presidency under Colonel Agnew, when he was thanked in despatoé
for surprising the enemy and charging them successfully with
his troop. He then joined the Quarter Master General's Branch
&nd became Quarter Master General himself at the phenomenally
sarly age of %2, In those days, it will be noted, the Quarier
laster General conducted the Intelligence and Operations
8ctivities now performed by the General Staff.

These campaigns associated him with his fellow couwntryman
Sir Arthur Wellesley, whose ancestral estates in the North of
County Dublin were close to those of the second branch of our
fanily iy County Louth. No one took a greater share in wresting
Hindustan and the Carnatic from the French than this small band

L Ulﬂtermen of whom the first great leader was Sir Eyre Coote.

L - ——
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The decisive early battles for India werc Buxar and Wandewash
- )

gt which he defeated the gallant and ochivalrous gon of Connaught
’

, Count Lally of Tollendal, Co. Galway. A brutal revolutionary
regime rewarded Lally by the knife of the guillotine, but
wellesley at Assaye crowned his compatriot's work of Buxar. He
was godfather to one or two of our family, (11)

Valentine, in 1815, scrved in It. Genersl Sir Thomes
Hislop's Army of Reserve, and in 1817, as his Chief of Staff
of the Grand Army of the Deccan in the culminating victory of

Maheidpur. Although this put an end to the last French hopes in

India, little was heard of it in England where it was overshadowe
by the news of Wellesley's nearer to home victory of Waterloo,
even though Maheidpur had more of our fighting men engaged.
Valentine's services here, and in the reconnaissance he made
before the battle, were specially brought to the notice of the
Covernor-General, In 1818 a C.B, was conferred on him. He
Teturned to Ireland in 1821 and was thanked in General Orders by

the Commander-in-Chief for his eminent services over ten years

. 83 Quarter Master General of the Army of Fort St. George.

"Blacker's Gapden” near that citadel is named after him. He was

. : i £ the British
| the author of the olassic "Memoir of the operations O =

Army during the Mahratta War 1817-19," pub. in 1821.

k 44



He returned to India ang becane the firgt

leter by Major-General Sir Andrew Waugh who describes

being, with the exception of Zverest, the ablest and
gscientific man, albeit a cavalrymen, who ever presided

Department. It is hardly necessary to add that vValent:

into Indian mepping end initiated the first explorations of
Dikang and Dibang. Besides this he trained the oeclebrated
instrument meker Syed Mohsin, whom he brought from Arcot. This
fesulted in the foundation of the present Mathematical Inﬂtrlllm
Department, vValentine's teohnical activities are more fully
detaileq in the General Report of the Survey of India for 1926,

the centenary of his death. His monument, in the Park Street

Cemetery in Galoutta bears the insoriptions :-

"Beneath are deposited the remains of Licutenant Colonel 4

V&lenting Black er, Companion of the Bath, of the Light Cavalry L

S -




gggﬁhe establishment of Forﬁ:gﬁgfig;ﬁj
.@yarter Master General of the lMadras
‘Surveyor General of India.

Ob. IV February MDCCOXXVI. AET. XL."
On the reverse :-— "Lieutenant Colonel Blaeker}
distinguished alike for professional ability,
for private worth, and for manliness of characte
thereof his friends and comrades have caused thﬁg
be erected to his memory." l,}-
Tn 1926, the Officers of the Survey of Ind

wreath on it.
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NOTES TO CHAPTER FIVE.

Shown by an entry in a faj
Indenture of 1666, He is
- the renowned "perforated

"Fighters of Derry" by W.R.
The first of the family in Co.
Stuart 2nd Baron of Ochiltree,
the third son of King Robert II
Dalton's English Army Lists and
Registers 1896 Vol III. pp.l3 and
"List of Officers lately in the
and who now desire to be enterta:
Service, 22nd. March 1688/89,
The marriage settlement is dated 1

(Richmond

He was born in Derry and entered

in Dublin on 11 June 1678, o
Dalton, English Army Tists (1896) Vol.
The particulars about these officers
the Regimental Records of the 65th Fo
published by the War Office. :
With whom was a French Sergeant of Mariz
named Bernadotte,
Colonel Adlercron, who commanded the Ki
forces at Plassey, belonged to a Co.
family of Huguenot origin.



CHAPTER STX 76.
IHZ EMPIRE OF VICTORTA.

Laing, in an introduction to his Heimskringla, says of
the Northmen "The moral power of this people ... has left
deeper impressions on Society, and of a nobler cheracter than
the despotic material power of the Romans.

All that men hope for of good government and future

improvement in their moral and physicsal conditions - all that
eivilized men emnjoy on this day of civil, religious and politi-
cal liberty - the British Constitu-bion, representative legis-
lature, the trial by jury, Security of property, freedom of
mind and person, the influence of public copinicn over the
condwt of public affairs, the Reformation, the liberty of the
press, the spirit of the age - all that is or has been of value
to man in modern times as a member of society; either in Burope
or in the new World, may be traced to the spark left burning
upon our shores by these northern barbarians,®

Halliday puts it "Pagan and barbarian as they were, their
Teligion was less idolatrous, their civil institutions not less
Perfect, and their laws more consonant with human freedom than
the religion, institutions and laws of those oivilized Romans
Who invaded Britain.”

The Northmen brought this to England, Ireland and Joeland.

In Irelang they had built a cathedral in every city before

#
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pilliam came to Hastings, and oven as early as 948 they founded
the Abbey of the Blessed Virgin in Dublin.

They were the greatest seamen that the world has even seen,
as we now know because of their penctration to the Chesapeake
under Leif Zricson, to Constantinople under Harold and to Siberia
under Rurik,

We are not surprised then that the poet writes of their
later achievements in Africa and South Asia . He

"The Court house stands where the Regiment goed 2
and the Queen's peace runs where the red blood flowedt,

The accession of Queen Vietoria coincided with a great new
upsurge of adventurous achievement across the seas in which
descendants of our Irish Danes were not the most backward,

Even before the great Queen's coming to the throne, this breed

produced paladins not unworthy of their forbears of the ninth
and tenth centuries. Rollo, Gillespie, of Co.Down, was called
the “Ei‘a‘w cat man in the British Army."

We have seen how Coote of Tyrone and Wellesley of Co.
Dublin drove the French out from Hindustan and Spain. In point
0T stark fact, except for those armies commanded by Prince

Ferdinang of Brunswick in 1757, by Marshal Ferdinand Foch in

1918 and by General of the Armies Dwight Bisenhower in 1944,

*Very successful British or Indian Army of importance since
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(1) Marlborough has been commandeg by an Irishman, and ap Irishman

of this especial halr Goidelie, halse Scandinavian breed,
Indeed the records of miteq States Armies shoy 2 surprising
proportion of Ulstermen in victorious command. Tne list of
forty-three Presidents of the United States includes fourteen
North Irishmen, several of whom had led her armies to viectory.

Our family took its share in this remarkable military
resurgence, Many of its young men were killed in asction. INo
less than seven of the sons of William, who married, in 1738,
Letitia Cary of Dungiven Castle, and of his brothers George
énd Latham, were killed in action in the East Indies.

A grandson, George, Captain in the Honourable Company 's
17th Infantry, died of wounds after the Battle of Kolungs, in

the Nepal War, He was held in such affection by his sepoys, that

in violation of all religious prescription, they carried him on

their shoulders to the grave. His brother officers erected a

Notable monument to him at Saharunpore. His daughter Sophia
"8 born elmost on the battlefield.
A young Blacker was killed in action in Corsieca, with the
Royel Irish Regiment in 1794.
j i at
Whilst the younger sons led their men on meny fields, gre

i nge from
figures came from out of the family, but strangely enough

liln..___ ———
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mothers of the name, perhaps for the very reason that so many
men were killed while young.

In 1772, Alicia, a younger daughter of the William who had
perried Letitia Cary, married, General Sir James Steuvart-Denham
of Coltness and Westhill, who later was the oldest General in
the Arm§. Her portrait as "Alicia, Lady Steuart of Coltness®
was peinted by Sir Henry Raeburn,

Many other such alliances took place, with greater results.
When the Cary line became extinct, Dwngiven Castle descended
to the Blacker family, in the person of Dean Stewart. He was

called upon to pay & fine of £20,000 to Chancery. However, when

he at last raised the sum, he was persucded to another investmen

for it, and lost all.

An early example was llajor-General Ross of Bladensburg,
who was brother-in-law to the Revd, Samuel Blecker D,D., of 1
Mullabrack., It will be remembered that Major Genercl Ross was
killed after his victory at Bladensburg, from which he took his

title, and his capture of Washington. Thus the British command

devolved on Edward Pakenham of Leinster who was defeated in

1815 by Andrew Jackson, from Ulster, at New Orleans, & battle

Which finally lost us North America.
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We have seen the first connection as early as 1699 with
the illustrious Lawrences.

John Lawrence in his subaltern days served with John
jicholson in the Bengal Army in its disastrous Afghan War. This
was provoked by an early Russian thrust to Kabul, initiated
py Vitkievich's mission thither. A large British and Bengal
Army marched into Afghanistan and occupied the capital. Unluckily,
it brought eighteen months of Bureaucracy with it, whioh was
eighteen months too much for the freedom loving Afghan,

Besides bureaucracy it brought no rifles, but only the
smooth bore flint lock and its tactical methods, too blindly
copies from Quatre Bras and Waterloo.

The ghastly retreat of sixteen thousand troops through the
deep snows of the Khurd Kabul canyons showed the power of the
rifles which the enemy's tribesmen had manufactured for them-
Selves, against the regulars' futile Brown Besses.

Only one man survived that retreat, but it taught Lawrence
and Nicholson, serving with another column, how & war should not
be managed,

Thus when Ranjit Singh, its monarch, died, the turbulent
Punjab weltered in Civil war and enarchy, firstly "Paddy" Gough
Uefeateq the King-making Khalsa Barons, and then made over the

Regeney to John Lawrence, and to a glorious future.
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The great John Lawrence's mnother wag Sister-in-law to

Who marriesd Richara Tipping Hamilton
3
of Little Cl&ndeboye, Cos

Anne Blacker,
one time

Armagh again a connection. That name
we shall hear later,

George Blacker who was the fifth son of the Tirst Stewart

of Carrickblacker, was born in 1718, and married Miss Nicholson.

Her grand-nephew was the immortal and valorous fellow soldier

of Lawrence, revered to this day by the officers and soldiers

of Pakistan, whose tall monument towers to the sky on the

crest of the Margalla pass,

=

Lawrence with his tiny band of British Cfficers made the
Punjab into a miracle of stalwart patriotism, justice and
prosperity. The cornerstone of this was an army whose proud (3)
record has been a hundred years of unbroken victory on a
thousand fields, and army which in the War of 1939 was the

Dajor componcnt of the greatcst volunteer army, with its Navy .

Mr Force, over two million strong that the world has ever seen.

Lawrence's first step was to direct the'raising of & Corps

i i i Regiment
of Guides, on a Napoleonic model, making it the senior Reg

S . Many
f that pattern and exemplar the Punjab Irregular Foree

i the Guides
Uimes Jown Nioholson fought shoulder to shoulder with

jcken breach in the

L e found a soldier's death on & str
Roberts of waterford,

“torm of pelni. Another young Irish officer, I
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no less, brought in his body.

Tawrence's Punjab defeated mutinous Bengel and grew
ninety years later, into the QJueen's most populous dominiomn.

One of the great soldiers who fought against the Bengal
Army was William Olphorts, eventually a Major General, and a
¢.C.B. He was the grandson of Barbara Blacker, daughter of
Dean Stewart, then head of the family. He won his Vietoria
Cross in the attack on Lucknow, and also the title of "Hell-
Fire Jack", a military historian has written "This was in
round numbers the thirtieth time that this gallant officer
had deserved the Cross."™ He had made a reputation as a

dashing commander in Burma, in the Gwalior Campaign, in Sind

and in the Crimea,

The men of the family were by no means exclusively
soldiers. One Stewart who died wmmerried in 1826, was a Captain
R.N. in 1821. His father born in 1740, also a Stewart, was

Dean of Leighlin and almost the first of numerous clergymen of

the Church of Ipeland from this line. He died in 1826. High

fenk in the church was attained by his grandnephew, also a
head of the family, Robert Shapland Carew, who was born in
1826; and held both Carrickblacker and Woodbrook in Co.Wexford.
Priests of the Irish Church frequently interchanged with those

ad Eﬂgland, and he rose to be Canon of Peterborough, in that

JWnior ohyuren.

|-
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St. Jolu Blacker, who was born 28th September 1743, was
gector of Moira and afterwards Prebendary of Inver.

By his first wife, Grace, daughter of Maxwell Close, who
prought Elm Park, Co Armagh, into the family, he had & son
samuel, born 1771, Prebendary of Mullabreck, an L,L.D. who first
perried Mary Anne, daughter of David Ross, of Rosstrevor, a
sister of the femous ajor General Ross of Bla}{densbw'g, whom we
have met elsewhere,

His descendants by his second wife Flizabeth Douglass of
grace Hall Co. Down assumed the arms and additional surname of
Douglass by Royal Licence in 1880.

The Rev. Henry Blacker was a younger son of the first
Stewart and was born in 1713,

His younger brother Georges, born 1718, married Alicia

Dowdall a relation of the Parsons family of Birr Castle, celebrated
for the invention of +the compound steam turbine. His son was

James, a Dublin magistrate whose eldest son George was born in

1791 and took Holy Orders. He was a Scholar of Trinity in 1802,
U4, in 1858 for several years Curate of St. Andrews, Chaplain
o Dubl iy Corporation and Rectory of Taghadoe. In 1840 he

b
*%8ne Vicap of Maynooth and a Prebendary in St. Patrick's

Cay,
hedray, (4)

.



84 .
He died at Maynooth on 23rd May 1871 and is buried in the
Lginstel" mauscleum, having written in 1853 "Casgtle of Maynooth",

sn 1860, "Castle of Kilkea" and in 1867, "a Record of Maynooth
gnurch” «
The Rev. Beaver Henry was the son of Latham of Donnybrock,
.
Go. Dublin, Genkeen Co. Derry and Lisnahenna, Go. Tyrone. He

pecame Rural Dean of Booterstown, Co. Dublin and published  (5)
pumerous works,

This spate of ecclesiastical activity helps to account for
the fact that few young men of the family served either in the
Russian War of 1854 or against the mutiny of the Bengal Army of
1857. In the former year, however, Latham William, born 1829,
took part in the war in South Africa, and his son in the

Kendahar Campaign of 1879. Again John R. Blacker joined the

Royal Irish Regiment, was commissioned on 20th January 1854,
lended in the Crimea in December, and then served in the late
Stages of the Bengal Mutiny.

Stewart, of Carrickblacker, was gazetted Commendant of the
londonderry Artillery on 20th January 1855.

Apart from the Army and the Church of Ireland, no one took
' trade but the family, has been quite reasonably proud of its
*ericul typal achievements, as perhaps might well be expeoted

Uter more than a thousand years of land holding in Ireland and

1 Bnglang,
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0a 244k February, 1865, when Sip Rober: Peel, the younger,

qeo Chief Secretary for Ireland, in a debate in the English
gouse of Commons, he was asked "Who was Blacker ?" He replied

tpat "if all Irish landlords were like Blacker there would be no

Irish question,"

The Viscount Lifford in 1855 published a pamphlet, entitled
no is Blacker ?" He wrote "1t is excusable in Sir Robert Peel

(we have no better friend) to be ignorant of the names of
departed, but still unforgotten Irishmen; but I doubt whether
eny Irishman whose age is past thirty five, and who has taken

any interest in Irish landed property, is ignorant who Mr.
Blacker was. However, for those who know no better, Mr. Blacker
7S en Irish gentleman of good family, and good fortune, who,

for some twenty years of the first half of this century, devoted
hinself to the improvement, moral and physical, of the people of
Ireland,

His principles of farming were precisely those most
“8lewlated to check unhealthy emigration, and to promote such
*ligration ag might be necessary and beneficial.

Mainly for those useful objects he held large land agencies

In the Counties of Armagh and Cavan, and so far as his influence

Went’ he was entirely successful. His principle was, that the
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system of small farms wag that most suited to Ireland, and that

under it, properly carrieq out, a greater amount of produce could

be secured than in any other way; while more than that, no other

system promoted, in a degree, the morality and the happiness of

so great a number." ©Thig Blacker was William, the third son of

the Revd. Dr., S+, John Blacker a@lready mentioned by his wife Grace,

sister of Major General Sir Barry Close, Bart. He died unmarried
in 1850, reputedly very wealthy at the age of 75,

He hed a brother the fourth Colonel Valentine, whose carser
we have described, and a fifth, St. John, born in 1786, who
a Lieutenant Colonel in the Honourabie Company's Serviece and
British Envoy to the Court of Persia. -4 still younger sister,
Grace, married R. Alexander of that Caledon family which was to
attain such great fame in the War of 1939.

The results of William's work for the farmers of Armagh were
°f no small value to England as recently as that same wer when
the county and its neighbours exported great quantities of dairy
&nd farm produce across the channel by air, when England was hard

Pressed for food.

Also connected by marriage with the family were Sir Dighton
Pmb?r’n: V.C., and Sir Francis Mac Naghten famous in the Indian

Mutiny and in the Afghan War. Both were descended from the

Zlizabeth Blacker who became Lady Dunkin.

.
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Yet another of Russia'g thrusts against Britigh powers in

Asia came in 1878 when General Grodekov attempted to instal a

nominee of St. Petersburg on the Kabul throne. The response of
Waitehall Wes to launch an expedition agaimes wan R
General Burrows. His artillery and one battalion were British

but kis o&valry end other infantvy came Tnou i Bombay Army.

This force met the Afghans at Maiwand. The British gurs were
all muzzle loaders, with many of them smooth-bores, The artillery
of the Afghan Army consisted entirely of rifled breech loaders,
so that is it not Surprising that General Burrows was utterly
defeated. Readers of Conan Doyle will remember that it was here
that Watson received his wound whilst assistant surgeon to the
4#th Foot, of the British Army.

However, Roberts, of Waterford, was the Commander-in-Chief
of the Punjab Frontier Force which his fellow Countryman Lawrence

had raised thirty years earlier.
Roberts stormed the Paiwar Kotal, forced the Khyber and

concluded the Treaty of Gandamak. Under the terms of this, the
fmir Yakub Khan was to receive & British embassy, and Her
Majeﬂty's envoy was Major Sir Louis Napoleon Cavegnari, of the

Indian Poreign Service, who had signed the Treaty.
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In:fan'bry, all und er the Commend nf
Pollock Hamilton of that Corps, wﬁaﬂu;_

won & Vietoria Cross at the action ﬁf 
Walter Hemilton's mother was Anna
Blacker of Glenkeen and Lisnahanna and g
daughter of that Stewaprt of Carrickblack
Stewart's grandson waa‘another Stew
daughter Elizabeth married first one of the
family and later in 1830 lNonsieur Ghompr;rn
Du Roi. Their daughter married General Adolj
had been Military Secretary to Jerome Bonap&fﬁﬁg
Westphalia. His son, Louis, with his sister B
up at Carrickblacker as wards of Dean Stewart Bl
S0 that it was a strange turn of fate which |
from Armagh to the Kabul Residency with Anna ﬁl
comand of his escort. His ancestors were Corsic
Other of Napoleon's ex-officers who So admirably _
Singh's Punjab regiments and vatteries. In fact ‘ﬁhﬂ
of Peshawar who handed that great walled City over ©

Was General Avitabile.

The Surgeon to the detachment was Ambrose |
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not an Ulsterman.

Kabul and the Amir behaved émicably during all August but

at the end of the month several Afghan regiments were moved

from Herat to the capital,
For months they had received no pay, but on the 3rd of

September they were called to the Treasury, only to be fobbed

off with trifles. Someone called out "Go to the British Embassy;

there is lots of money there,v

A few minutes later this mutinous torrent burst in upon the
small force of Guides, Blows soon fell followed by shots, and a
bitter struggle, of a few Score against thousands,

Soon Cavagnari was mortally Wounded, but Hamilton fought
the battle out to the end, The sole survivor was a trooper of
the Guides Cavalry, a prince of the Saddozai dynasty, whom
Hemilton sent out in disguise in a forlorn hope that he might
Conceivably reach to Peshawar.

Before long the Afghan mutineers brought a section of field

8Ws into action at point blank range, When 2ll the British

Officers nag been killed, the rank and file survivors brought
Wdying glory on themselves, their Corps and their country.
The Afghans called on them to surrender, telling them

that Nothing was left to defend, as was indeed true, and

Prﬁmising them their lives.

B



90.
It is a tenet of the faith of Islam that Moslem may not
massacre Moslem who calls for quarter and repeats the Qalima.
The men of the Guides rejected all temptation to surrender,

the Moslems amongst them, Pathans and Punjabis, scorning to

gave their own lives at the possible sacrifice of their Dogra,
Sikh and Gurkha comrades, So they died to 2 man where they
stood, swords and bayonets in their hands.

This was the sacrifice which caused General Sir Charles
Macgregor, the president of the Enquiry to report "The annals
of no army and no regiment can show a brighter record of devoted
bravery than has been achieved by this small band of Guides. By
their deeds they have conferred undying honour, and not only on
the Regiment to which they belong but on the whole British Army." E

This remains a plain truth even after two World Wers., Their
exploit was not surpassed even in the defence of Camerone by the

Foreign Legion.

Hemilton did not die in vain. Roberts avenged him, stormed
the Bala Hissar, marohed to battle at Kandaher, and the Russian

advance was halted for many years.

On every man of the Guides detachment was conferred a

Posthumous Order of lMerit.

The Tord Mayor and Corporation of the City of Dublin have

Uever been noted for any love towards Russia whether Tsarist

¥ —
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or Bolshevist. ©No doubt, therefore, they must have overlooked
the essentinlly Russian character of the agression against which
fought Hamilton and his men. Possibly too they forgot that
Homilton's name is a Goidelie one.

These items of historical forgetfulness appear to have
caused the transfer of Hamilton's statue from Leinster House to
Belfast. A silver replica is in the Guides'! mess,.

Sir Henry Newbolt's poem refers to Cavagnari, Hamilton and
Xelly as "Englishmen".

Castle Martin, in County Kildare, had a long history of its >
own from 1212, before it came into our family. The Norman
Eustaces or Fitz BEustaces were seated here as early as the
fourteenth century. It was the scene of a battle in 1448,
between the Leinster men under O'Connor Faly and the Normans of
the Pale, (9)

In 1647, the Castle was taken and burned by Parliamentarians.
The present house was built in the middle of the 18th century,
and purchased by Captain Carter of Colonel Irwin's Regiment.

It passed to Thomas Semuel Blacker and then to his son William
Blacker, a High Sheriff of Kildare, who was a Major in the 3rd
Royal Dublin Fusiliers, and Master of the celebrated pack. He
was killed in the hunting field. A younger brother, Frederick,

Served in the 4th Hussars, achieving celebrity in the polo world.
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In the ruins close by are sculptures of much historical
jnterest. Besides a monument to Sir Rowland Rustace in armour
and to his wife in English attire are three figures in bas-relief
which ere believed to be the earliest representations of Irishmen
wearing the kilt,

In the latter decades of the nineteenth century, the family
pendulum swung briskly again from the Church of Ireland towards
Queen Vietoria's army. So in 1897 we find Stewart William Werd,
of the Royal Horse Artillery, later the head of the family,
gserving as Ceptain of 2 battery in the action at Shabkadr on the
Mommand frontier, north of Peshawar, where he ‘was severely
wounded and mentioned in dispatches.

He served again in the South African War of 1899, in which
also Frederick St. John, of the Castlemartin branch took part,
in the Rifle Brigade.,

In July 1901, Percy Valentine Henry then a midshipmén in
the Royal Navy, was killed by & torpedo explosion on board H.M.S.

Canopus, in the Mediterranean.

Again, Frederick Henry, also of this branch, born in 1854,
and & grandson of Colonel Valentine II, gerved in the 4th Hussars.
In the murderous fighting of the War of 1914, practically
every young man of the family served in France and Flanders, and

in either the Infantry or the Cavelry. Many were killed, the
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first being Cecil, of the Connaught Hangers who died of his

wounds shortly after the retreat from Mons, Nearly all were

wounded more or less severely. Stewart William Ward, who had F
been in the Horse Artillery, assumed command of & battalion of
the Royal Irish Fusiliers, and later commanded an Infantry

Brigade in the renowned Ulster Division.

Frederick St. John 2lso rose to commend & battalion of the

Rifle Brigade, and the same rank was attained by Norman Valentine,
of the Hast Yorkshire Regiment, in the Machine Gun Corps,
William Frederick in Jacob's Horse, and Latham Valentine Stewa
in command of an Independent Force.

Of the older generation, George Francis received a Knight-
hood for his work in the Medical services in the Middle East.

One of the younger Robert St. John Blacker Douglass was
killed as an Insign in the Irish Guards on 10th Mareh, 1915
énd another, J.R., in the Coldstream, 28th September, 1915, both
in Flanders,

Wumerous decorations were conferred on the family,

Distinguished Service Orders to Stewart William Ward, Frederick
S%. John and to Normen Valentine, besides Military Crosses and
GOrreﬁponding honours to nearly every other officer. from the

fa-I:Il?].].;gr ;
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A circumstance not without significance is that in this

94.

chein of Wars, three Irish Field Marshals, all of this especial

breed, lost their lives in the face of the enemy. Of Lord Roberts,

Kipling wrote :=-

"Four hundred mile of cannon Spoke
When the Master Gunner died®,

On the Dublin War memorial are the names of fifty two
thousand Irishmen, not needless to 8ay, conscripts.

During the war of 1939, the blood baths of the land battles
of the earlier struggle were happily not repeated. :

In the years before 1914, the country owned a lowland Scotch
Socialist Secretary for War, who had omitted +o provide ammunition
for the artillery, mortars for the infantry, armour for the cavalry
or adequate aircraft for the Royal Flying Corps.

To us the reasons are clear. In place of English and Lowland
generals who threw their infantry interminably against uncut wire
and into infernos of fire, the high command between 1939 and 1945
Was almost entirely of North Irishmen.

No less than eight victorious field mershals came from this
breed, none entirely Goidelic but all of more or less Scandinavian
blood, TLords Cavan and Gort, Sir Archibald Montgomery-
Massingberd, Sir John Dill, Sir Claude Auchinleck and ILords
Alﬂnbrook, Alexander and Montgomery head the list, which is

°8rried on by the names of generals too numerous to set forth.

__—
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These eight marshals contrast with two
and Scots, and one Duteh., lany Goidelic I
have earned fame in Russian, Austrian, Pruss
and Soanish armies and in those of both North
end as Admirals of the United States, but never
British forces.

O0f our family, somewhat fewer of the younger
be expected had survived from 1918. One of the Ca:
branch, Percy Valentine was killed in action as a ju
in the Rifle Brigmde in Italy, two more served in the
Inniskilling Dragoon Guards, in field rank, Robert St
attained that of Commander in the Royal Navy, whilst Geo:
Patrick Demayne achieved that of Brigadier, serving at a |
level in the preparation for the sea assault of 1944, for
he became a Commander of the British Empire. '

To meke a climex, the head of the family William D.
Who had been severely wounded during a brilliant oareer in |
Africa, was killed in action in Normandy soon after thé-'_"

be forgotten landing. On him was conferred the Distinguished 3

Service Order, whilst the Royal Artillery Commemoration book

-~
x‘.

describes him as "one of the four greatest Horse Artillerymen
in History."
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