John Blaker 1761
In the name of God Amen I John Blaker of Sompting in the County of Sussex house carpenter being Weak in Body but of sound and perfect Mind and memory Blessed be Almighty God for the same Do make and publish this my last Will and Testament in manner and form following (that is to say)  First I will that all my just debts and funeral expences shall be first of all Discharged and paid  I give and Devise my Copyhold Messuage or Tenement and one Acre of Land with all the Appurtenances thereunto belonging situate lying 7 being in the East part of the Village of Sompting aforesaid near Coakham Bothy (which I have surrendered to the Use of my last Will and Testament) unto my dear Wife Elizabeth Blaker To have and to hold to her my said wife Elizabeth for and during the Term of her natural life and so long as she remain a widow and not longer   I also give and bequeath to my said wife all and singular my ready Money Bills Bonds Goods and Chattles household stuff and Stock and all other my substance whatsoever both real and personall for and during her natural life and so long as she remainds a widow and at and imediately after her Decease or marrying again then I give and bequeath to my Eldest son Barak Blaker Twenty five pounds and to my son John fifteen pounds and to my son Richard fifteen pounds and all the rest and residue of my Estate both freehold Copyhold (that is to say ) both real and personal whatsoever shall be remaining at my wife’s decease or Marriage more that what I have above bequeathed to my Three sons I give devise and bequeath equally among my five Children namely Barak John and Richard Blaker as aforesaid any my Two Daughters Betty and Mary Blaker to be equally divided among them share and share alike  And I make and appoint her my Wife Elizabeth Blaker Executrix and my son Barak Executor jointly of this my last Will and Testament  And lastly I do hereby revoke all former and other Will or Wills by me made and declare this only to be my last Will and testament  I[n] witness whereof I the said John Blaker have hereunto set my hand and seal the Sixteenth Day of August and in the first Year of the Reign of Our Sovereign Lord King George the Third and so forth and in the Year of our Lord One Thousand Seven hundred and Sixty One  John Blaker  Signed sealed published and declared by the testator John Blaker as his last will and testament in the presence of us who have subscribed our names as witnesses hereunto in the presence and at the request of the said Testator  Daniel Stow  Ed Tomsett  John Partinton 

This will was proved before the Mr Robert Sandham Clerk (Master of Arts) Surrogate etc On the fifth day of October in the Year of our Lord 1762 by the oath of Elizabeth Blaker Widow and relict of the said Dec[eas]ed and the sole Executrix named in his will  To whom etc  Well and truly etc  Sworn  Saving etc.
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