John Blaker, 1848

This is the last Will and Testament of me JOHN BLAKER of Brighton in the County of Sussex Grocer etc Whereby I give and bequeath All my real and personal estate stock in Trades household goods monies Book Debts bills notes securities for money or property of any kind or nature whatsoever that I may be possessed of at the time of my decease. Unto my dear Wife FRANCES BLAKER for her to enjoy during her life or as long as she remains my Widow but in case she should marry again then my children shall take possession of all I die possessed of immediately to be equally divided among them share & share alike. And I hereby appoint my said wife FRANCES BLAKER sole Executor of this my last Will In witness whereof I the said JOHN BLAKER the Testator have hereunto set my hand & seal this third day of January 1848 – JOHN BLAKER – Signd  published & declared by the said JOHN BLAKER in the presence of us who in his presence at his request and in the presence of each other have hereunto subscribed our names as witnesses – JOHN MACMATH – CHARLES COURT – JAMES MERCER.
This is a Codicil to my last Will and Testament bearing date April 21st 1856  I hereby further direct that after the death or marriage again of my said wife FRANCES BLAKER the whole of my property both Real and Personal shall be sold either by private contract or public sale to divide amongst my five children or their heirs or assigns if any and if one or more should die without issue such part to be divided among the rest then living share & share alike except those who have had any portion of it before which is to be deducted from their part to make them all equal share & share alike and I also direct that my daughters shall have the preference of keeping the shop and House I now reside in being No. 107 Church Street Brighton by their paying a fair compensation for the same to the others for stock & fixtures in House & Shop of which an Inventory is enclosed with this my Will taken by by Mr HENRY VERRAL of New Road Brighton on September the fourth 1838. I also appoint after the death or otherwise of my said Wife that my Three Daughters shall become Executrices and Trust and my Two sons Executors & Trust with them to my said Estate and all to have full power together and jointly to sell or keep what portion they like by paying a fair Valuation for the same the names of my daughters are FANNY BLAKER ELLEN BLAKER and ELIZA BLAKER those of my two sons are JOHN GEORGE BLAKER and ARTHUR JAMES BLAKER to be the said Trust and have power to sell. I also direct that the following articles now in my dwelling house be given to each of my children as stated below after the decease or otherwise of my said wife for FANNY BLAKER the Portrait or likeness of myself the Piano and large looking glass on Mantle piece in the Drawing Room also Large chest of Drawers in Bed Room and Eight day clock in Parlor Browns Large Family Bible a pair of Cut Glass Decanters and one pair of Silver Sugar Tongs one plated Cruet Frame & Bottles with it and one Gold Pin for ELLEN BLAKER Picture Queen Elizabeth Large Round Mahogany Table and Sofa in Drawing Room Mahogany Wash hand stand with appendages in Bed Room Large Looking Glass in Parlor Three Volumes of the History of England and Large Black Cover'd Prayer Book which was my Fathers Two Silver Table Spoons mark J F B Double Mahogany Tea Caddy with Glass and a pair of Silver Salt spoons marked J F B. For ELIZA BLAKER Large Picture in Drawing Room 6 Mahogany chairs Dining Table Carpet of Room with Hearth Rug Fender & Fire Irons also the Ornaments on Mantle piece with windows curtains & Brass Rod all in Drawing Room as before stated also Large Looking Glass and Table in Bed Room side Board and Sofa in Parlor Large Common Prayer Book with Brown Cover Two Silver Table spoons marked JFB Six Silver Tea Spoons marked JFB and one pair of Silver Sugar Tongs Plated Hand with Three Decanters and Grandmama BLAKER’s Gold Watch. For ARTHUR JAMES BLAKER my Gold Watch and seals with Keys Large Blue Egg and and Barometer in Drawing Room Picture of Mackerell and Prints of the House and National school with Desk in Parlor my Common prayer Book with Red Cover & Psalm Book Pilgrims Progess and Two Volumes of the Panorama of Science & Hearts One Gold Pin One Silver Punch Ladle and Best walking stick silver mounted The whole of these articles enumerated by me to be given them free from all charge or deductions whatsoever The amount of money had by JOHN GEORGE BLAKER for his Grocer Shop etc in York Road Brighton is enclos’d with this Will on paper but not the borrowed money since he has had from time to time which is put in a Book I therefore direct that he have Two hundred pounds deducted from his share besides the lent money if not paid before this settlement comes the overplus of amount of his Bill is given him to make him equal with the rest as stated in this Codicil for his part the same way I have given the other children In witness whereof I the said JOHN BLAKER the Testator have hereunto set my my hand and seal this twenty first day of April 1856 – JOHN BLAKER – signed & declared by the said JOHN BLAKER in the presence of us at his request and in the presence of each other have subscribed our names as witnesses – CHARLES C KNIGHT – HENRY GRAHAM.
The Will and Codicil of JOHN BLAKER late of Brighton within the Archdeaconry of Lewes deceased were proved the eighth day of September in the year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and fifty six Before the Reverend Anthony Nott Clerk Surrogate and so forth upon the Oath of FRANCES BLAKER the sole Executrix in the said Will named To whom was committed the administration of the Goods she being first sworn well and faithfully to administer the same and so forth sworn also that the Goods Chattels and Credits of the said deceased did not amount in value unto One hundred pounds Died 15th August 1856
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