Margaret Fawkenor, West Firle, Sussex.                                  WILL                                     Proved 22 March 1567



In the name of God Amen the xxviiith day of January in the yere of our Lord God 1567 I Margaret Fawkenor widow of the pioch of West Firles wthin the Countie of Sussex and wthin the Dioc of Chichester of good and pfect remembrannce lawd and prayse be to Almightie God do make and ordeyn this my last will and Testament in man’ and form followinge.  First I bequeath my sowll into the mercyfull hands of Amightie God my creator and maker and to my redemer and sav’r Jesus Christ.  And my body to be buryed in the pioch churchyard of Westfirles aforesaid.  And I will ther be distributed and gyven at the day of my buryall amongest the inhabitants of Westfirles aforesaid one barrell of bear and ii busshells of wheat to be baked in bread and one shepe or a calfe if it be a day therfore if not bread and chese sufficyent and one barrell of bear as is aforesaid.  Itm I gyve towards the repacons of the church of Westfirles iiis iiiid.  Also I gyve towards the amendement of the high way from Small Redge towards the church of Westfirles xiid.  Itm I gyve and bequeath to ev’ry one of my Godchildren that be unmaryed xiid a pece if it be asked.  Itm I gyve and to Alice Tyshurst widow one tolvet of wheat and one tolvet of malt one lockeram and one smock to be delyv’ed to her ymediatly after my decease by the hands of  ...........   Itm I gyve and bequeath to Johanne Brooke widow one tolvet of wheat and one tolvet of malt my best russet peticote and my gowne wch I usually do wear every hollyday my best lockeram rayll a hollyday kercher and a smock to be delyv’ed to her after my decease.  And I gyve to Margaret Brooke my Goddaughter my best read peticote to be deliv’ed to her after my decease.  Itm I gyve and bequeath to John Seales als Joyner? of the myll one bussell of wheat if it be then ready in the barne to have it ymedyatly after my decease if not he to tarry a longer tyme untill it be ready.  Also I gyve and bequeath to Thomas Harman of Warbleton one busshell of wheat and one busshell of malt to be deliv’ed to him ymedyatly after my decease.  And I gyve to Robert Carpenter my Godson one two yeringe bullock.  Itm I gyve to Richard Frydolphe? my servant one wenyer calfe one of my best blanckets my best whyttell? and one payre of sheetes one of hemp and thother of canvas.  Also I gyve to John Browne? one wenyer calfe.  It I gyve and bequeath to Willyam Blaker my Godson one ox and my great pann.  Itm I gyve to vi of John Blaker his children that is to say to John, Richard, Willyam, Edward, Johane and Johane Blaker iii shepe and ii lambs to be equaly shifted and devyded amongst them.  Itm I gyve to Richard and John Blaker one ox to be shifted betwixt them and I gyve to Edmond Edward Blaker and Johane Blaker the yonger one other ox to be equaly shifted betwixt them.  And my veary will and mynde be that the said stock of cattell shalbe deliv’ed to the said vi children when they and ev’y one of theme shall accomplish thage of xxi yeres.  And that my sonne in law John Blaker their father shall put forth or cause to be put .... the said stock of cattell to be put forth to the most  encrease utilitie proffyt and advantage for the said children from their sev’all ages  of xiiii yeres untill they and ev’y one of theme do accomplish the full age of xxi yeres.  And then at the said age of xxi yeres to delyver the said stock of cattell to the said children with the encrease therof without frawd or decept as I have appoynted by this my last will.  And if it fortune any of the said vi children to decease and depart this p’te world before the recept of this their legacy and before they and ev’y one of them do accomplish thage of xxi yeres that then my will and mynd is that his or her part or porcon so deceased shall remayn and equaly be devyded and shifted amongst them that survive.  And as concerninge my great panne wch I have bequeathed and gyven to Willyam Blaker my Godson shall remayn and be in the salve custody of John Blaker his father untill he come to the full age of xxi yeres.  And that the said John Blaker duringe the said space shall not break consume? spill or spoyall the said panne but to ocupy? yt  and use yt reasonably and to be answerable to the said Willyam at the foresaid age appoynted.  Itm I gyve to Johane Blaker my God daughter a green coverlet and payre of sheates wherof one to be hooke seamed and thother of hemp or canves as they do aryse a payre of sylver hookes and a pewter dishe to be delyvered to her at thage of xxi yeres orels at the day of her maryage if she marry before the said age.  Itm I gyve to ...? Puller iiii busshells of barley malte to be delyvered to her at thage of xxi yeres.  Itm I gyve and bequeath to Robert Start my Godson my best flock bead a bolster my best coverlet or blancket a payre of hempen sheates a table cloth of hempe wrought with blew threed my best chest my great plater one great panne with ii eares to be delyvered into the hands of John Start his father ymedyatly after my decease by my executors and my executors therof to be discharged and acquytted and the said John Start to be comptable therof when the said Robert doth accomplish thage of xxi yeres.  Also I give to John Stert and Michaell Stert one oxe to be equaly devyded betwixt theym.  And I gyve to the said one pewter platter and one sheit and I gyve to the said John Start one sheit.  Itm I gyve to Johane Stert one payre of shetes a pewter dish a kercher and a lytell chest.  Also I gyve to the foresaid iiii children of John Stert (that is to said say) to Robert, John, Michaell and Johane Sterts fower shepe to be equaly devyded amongest theym.  And my myne and will is that the said John Stert their father shall put forth the said ox and the fower shepe to the most encrease and profyt he can for the said children from their sev’all ages of xxi xiiii yeres untill they and every on of them come to thage of xxi yeres and then at the said age of xxi yeres to delyver the said stock or porcon of goods to the said children with thencrease therof without frawd or decept as I have appoynted by this my last will.  Also if it happen any of the foresaid iiii or children to decease in lyke man’ as is abovesaid that ... his or her pte so deceased shall remayn and equaly be shifted amongest them that survive and overlyne.  Itm I gyve and bequeath to Edward Vynall one cow one great chest wch was his unkle? Richard Swanes? and one sheit.  Itm I gyve to Richard Vynall one cow and a sheit.  Itm I gyve to John Vynall my best kettell one of my best pewter plates and one payre of sheates.  Itm I gyve to Johane Vynall one blancket one payre of shetes one to be hooke seamed and the other of hemp or canves as they shall aryse a payr of sylver hookes a holydayes kearcher and a pewter dish.  And I gyve to the foresaid Edward, Richard, John and Johane Vynalls fower shepe to be equaly devyded betwixt them.  And this their bequeath and legacy aswell cattell as howsold stuffe shalbe put in the hands of Richard Vynall their father by my executors and my executors therof discharged and acquytted.  The said Richard Vynall shalbe answerable to the said children when they and ev’y one of theym come to the age of xxi yeres.  And my will and mynd is that the said Richard Vynall shall put forth the said stock of cattell to the most encrease and proffytt he can for the said children from their sev’alll ages of xiiii yeres untill they and ev’y one of theym come to thage of xxi yeres and then as they and ev’y one of theym do accomplish the foresaid age to delyver their stock and portion of goods so bequeathed unto theyme with the encrease therof without covyn frawd or decept as I  have appoynted theyme by this my last will.  And if it shall chance any of the foresaid iiii children to depart this po’t world in lyke man’ as is above expressed then I will that his or her part so deced shall remayn and equaly be devyded amongest them that survive and overlyne.  Itm I gyve and bequeath to John Swayn the sonne of John Swayn a great brasse pott and a cow.  And I gyve to Willyam Swayn one cow.  Itm I gyve to Margaret Swayn my Goddaughter one seam of wheat and on seams of barley malt one payr of sheates one kercher for the hollydayes ii shepe and a sow pigg.  Itm I gyve to John and Willyam Swayn to eche one of theym one sheps apece.  And this their bequeath and legacy as well cattell as howsold stuffe put in the hands of John Swayn their father.  And the said John Swayn their father to be answerable to theym when they and ev’y one of them do come to thage of xxi yeres.  And my will and mynd is that the said John Swayn shall put forth the said stock of cattell to the most encrease and proffyt he can for the said children from their sev’all ages of xiiii yeres untill they and ev’y on of theym do accomplish the full age of xxi yeres.  And he then as they and ev’y on of theym do accomplish the foresaid age to delyver their stock and portion of goods so bequeathed unto theym with thencrease therof without frawd g... or decept.  And if it happen any of the foresaid iii children to decease in lyke maner as is before expressed then I will that his or her part so deceased shall remayn and equaly be delyvered amongest theym that overlyne.  Itm I gyve to John Swayn my sonne ii fleches of bacon or a pigg.  And I gyve to Agatha Stert my daughter a payr of flaxen shetes the best.  And I gyve to Jane Vynall my daughter my best gown.  And I gyve to Agnes Blaker my daughter my next best gowne and ii kirtells one of worsted and the other of black cloth.  And the rest of all my howsold stuffe wch is not gyven nor bequeathed I gyve to Agatha Stert, Jane Vynall and Agnes Blaker my daughters to be equaly shifted and devyded amongest theym.  Itm wheras Mr John Bellingham gent of Eringhm within the pish of Oldshorham doth ow unto me the some of nyne pounds of lawfull money of England as by a byll of his hand more planyly it doth and may appear.  I will the same as followeth.  Fyrst I bequeath to John Swayn my sonne iiil to John Stert my sonne in law xls to Richard Vynall my sonne in law xls and to John Blaker my sonne in law xls on this condicon that he the said John Blaker shall suffer and p’myt Alice Tyshurst widow and Johane Brooke widow peaseable and quyetly to inhabyt and dwell in the howse or tenement wheras they now do dwell duringe all the space and term of yeres that he the said John Blaker now hath? In the  farme? wheras he now dwelleth.  But if it happen the said John Blaker at any tyme duringe the sayd yeres of the ferme? Wrongfully or  ...onsly do molest trouble vex or put forth the said ii widowes out of the howse whear they now dwell the behavinge theym selves gently sobrely and quyetly as they ought to do then I will that the foresaid xls gyven and bequeathed to John Blaker shalbe devyded as followeth that is to say xxs therof to be gyven to the sayd ii wydowes to be equaly devyded betwixt theym.  And the other xxs I will shalbe distributed and gyven amongest poore people.  Itm I gyve to the poore mens box of Westfirles use.  The reasidew of all my goods nor gyven nor bequeathed my detts and legacyes first payed my funerall expenses discharged and this my last will proved and fulfilled I wholy gyve and bequeath to John Swayn my sonne and John Blaker my sonne in law whom I ordeyn and make myn executors of this my laste will and Testament.  And I constitute make and ordeyn John Stert my sonne in law and Richard Vynall my sonne in law my faithfull and trusty oversears of this my last will and Testament and they to have for their paynes taking herin eche one one of theym one stere.  These beynge witnesses Willyam Bownden?;  Georg Awoche? and Michaell Lander clerk with other.  Itm I gyve and bequeath to Richard Stydolfe a hose cloth of my best kersey.  Also I gyne to John Brown a hose cloth of my best kersey,  Itm wheras Robert Bastian doth ow me the some of tenn shillings of lawfull money of I gyve the same to his sonne John Bastyan and my Godson when he comyth to thage of xviii yeres.  And if the said John do dy afore he come to the said age to receave yt then I will the same to remayn back agayn to the sayd Robert Bastyan his father.  Witnes as afore.

(Latin)

Sum of the inventory lxixl xvis viiiid
(Latin)

..........  John Ebringham? of Lewes xxii March 1567  ...........................

NOTE:  There are several tramlines across the copy provided by the Record Office’s worn out printer/reader.  DW
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